The  Book  Reviews  of  Chester  Cuthbert 

Authors'  surnames  beginning  with 

E 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
University  of  Alberta  Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/cuthbertreviews_e 


Eastman,  Elizabeth 

The  Kouse  with  Red  Eyes;  New  York,  Farrar,  3,trauss  and 
Company,  1948  (1948,  Elizabeth  Eastman  TicGormick)  244p, 

The  heroine  of  this  murder  novel  is  ps^/chic,  sensing  a 
number  of  things . ei ther  precogni tively  or  emotionally  in  the 

absence  of  normal  reasoning  on  the  basis  of  facts, 

\ 

The  caretaker  of  an  apartment  block  in  v/hich  she  lives 
with  her  sister,  brother-in-law,  and  their  3-year-old  child, 
a girl,  murders  his  wife;  and  the  girl,  when  saying  farewell' 
to  him  before  they  move,  senses  his'  tension  and  becomes  fear- 
ful of  him.  3he  has  never  seen  him  before. 

Later,  in  their  new  suite  elsewhere,  the  caretaker  in  a 
disguised  appearance  as  a leather  goods  salesman,  becomes- 
friends  with  the  family  and  commences  courting  the  girl,  3he 
likes  him,  but  becomes  neurotic  as  the  courtship  proceeds, 
unable  to  sleep,  exceriencing  nightmares,  and  failing  to  re- 
ciprocate his  loving  advances.  Finally,  when  he  suggests  an 
elopement,  she  agrees,  but  flees  to  the  protection  of  a hired 
man  on  their  Vermont  farm.  Pursued  by  the  caretaker,  she  is 
saved  by  .the  hired  man,  and  falls  in  love  with  him. 

Although  reasonably  well -v^ri tten , the  details  of  living 
ai^e,  as  in  many  novels  written  by  women,  too  lon^r  drawn  out 
for  good  literary  work.  Even  with  a lapse  of  three  years, 
and  the  girl’s  fears  that  her  niece  and  sister  have  been  in 
danger  of  death  from  the  caretaker,  she  takes, no  steps  to 
consider  police  protection.  'I'he  obvious  insanity  of  the 
caretaker  is  disguised  by  -his  uncharacteristic  ability  to  , 
make  himself  a good  friend  of  the  family,  and  this  -failure 
(in  my  opinion)  to  portray  him  as  he  mimht  appear  in  real 
life  makes  it  difficult  to  accept  the  situation,  even  as 
fiction,^ 

Although  there  is  sufficient  ESP  material  to  qualify 
this  novel  as  fantasy,  it  is  primarily  a psychological  murder 
mystery. 


Sliaton,  f^obert.  (Editor) 


Mat  Brand  Ba^at  Storlosj  torkf  'Moad  i Cf^mpanf  t 

Frontiopioeei  (19§7f  laatoB)i  fmrimtB  oarliar  copfri^^htt^-  255p» 

I road  all  tlia  stories  In  this  ^ol\3t“3a  oxcept  **The  ClawB  oi 
the  Tigr&B$r^  which  is  a part  of  a **fI^so**  noval  I hare  r*ot  fat 
read.  I wa  intor€?ated  in  Can’t  Taica  Money''*  a 

IV4  Kildare  story  i/liith  Eiefiardaoa  bI%&wb  as  haring  boon  reprinted 
in  the  colloctioa  1/ina  on  the  Desert  after  ita  origlBal  appearance 
in  COSHOFOLIf Ail  for  March,  ItSi*  Aa  I tiara  long  ago  read  that 
collection,.  X had  forgottan  tha  story  mmi  it  %^cb  a good  one  to 
road  again  baeaiise  it  foreshado^’ed  the  later  books.. 

I do  not  airae  that  arery  story  in  this  volnma  is  a^oog  his 
best,  there  are  many  e^icaXlaat  tales.  Bat  .1  am  not  Jadaing  as  a 
critic  !>?tt  ’-'^otsld  pick  his  beat  stories  according  to  my  personal 
liking  for  them. 

Eiehardson  and  Clark  ptibliahod  bibliographical  Information 
which  woijH  be  halpfal  in  findlvig  the  original  pr:lr!ti.ngs  of  these 
stories,  hnt  I do  not  have  time  to  do  the  research. 

Chester  Cnthbort 
April  13,  1907. 
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Th^  Mam  fark^  Tha  ?iklBg  Prasa*  1^43$  Cl§42,  1043 

hnthiyr)  221 1>. 

‘This  book  ia  iio4icato4  ta  Frederick  Fattat,  ?ha  anthor,  hia 
, tmrr±?id  Jana* 

Althongh-  ao^iewhnt  fiationlaod,  this  ai>isodie  \?olnna  n|>,^aar.9 
to  bo  Isaaad  on  octnal  ineidanto  in  tbe  life  of  tho  atithor  ’t/hlle 
he  aaraint^  hlr^  ll’/ing  no  a ranch'*han4  in  California.  -/agoo 
t;aro  $3.00  a plno  boartl  and  aloot^ing  acco?iinodatioti. 

Moat  of  tho  incldanta  Dynamito,  a ‘larctjrini  zo-whof 

yhooo  wife  and  fonr  ehlld'ren  aav  little  of  hin.  Saaton  aa  narra-* 
tor  nsoro  observer  than  participant. 

?.  S.  Ordway,  an  obaeaaivo  eapitaliat*  heaJad  the  El  Dorado 
In^eot-sjent  C0.npa.n3r  ?^hich  controllovl  a large  part  of  the  cattle 
4i54patrir>  including  land  holdings. 

Sono  of  the  fiatorial  had  appearad  i.a  the  Atlantic  Monthly. 

In  contrast  to  Faust ’a  .fiction,  this  is  realia^n. 

Cheater  D.  Cuthbort 
April  6,  1307 


Eaj^tmaa,  Max 


Refleotion??  on  the  Failure  of  '^oeiali^^m;  New  York, 
Groc^qet  & Dunlap;  The  Univer^^al  Library  #UL137,  (1962), 

(1955,  author)  132p. 

The  author  waq  a c,ocialiot  until  he  inve^?  tisa  ted  by 
living  in  Rucsqia  where  he  c?aw  the  labor  camp«^,  the  oppre^c-ion 
of  the  worker^  generally,  and  learned  that  world  domination 
under  any  condition^  wa^?  the  aim  of  "Stalin  aq  the  pupil  of 
Lenin. 


Thie  book  iq  an  excellent  companion  to  be  read  after 
One  by  David  Karp  and  The  Grea  t Idea  by  Henry  Hazlitt. 

Eaqtman  reviews  Lenin*  q ideas  and  adm^its  his  error  in 
supporting  socialism.  He  considers  that  free  enterprise  and 
the  American  way  of  life,  allowing  the  market  to  ^uide  busi- 
ness, is  preferable  to  dictatorship  or  a planned  economy. 

He  does  not,  however,  foresee  the  problem  of  abundance, 
and  the  effect  of  an  efficient  technology  on  a sycstem  based 
on  scarcity. 
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Eaton,  Evelyn 

Flight;  Indianapolis  & New  York,  The  Bobbs -Merrill 
Company,  Ino . (1954)  246pp. 

Martia  Deane,  having  lost  her  first  husband  who  committed 
suicide,  re-marries  a widower  with  two  children,  having  one 
daughter  herself,  born  after  her  her  first  husband’s  death. 

She  has  also  taken  as  a lover  an  intellectual  who  was  unable 
to  marry  her  because  his  wife  was  a Catholic. 

Her  daughter  marries  the  brother  of  a crippled  artist 
who  reminds  Martia  of  her  dead  husband.  The  daur-hter  and  the 
husband  are  late  seeing  her  off  on  an  airplane  flight;  she 
strikes  her  head  while  boarding  and  feels  sick  and  confused 
during  the  flight.  While  in  this  condition  she  ^-evlews  her 
life,  and  sees  new  aspects  and  relationships  that  had  not 
previously  revealed  their  significance. 

Ultimately,  she  realizes  that  she  is  dead,  is  re -united 
with  her  first  husband,  realizes  that  her  second  husband  gave 
her  a deep  love  that  she  had  not  returned;  that  her  intellectual 
lover  had  not  loYed  her  as  she  had  loved  him;  that  her  first 
husband  might  have  committed  suicide  through  her  failure  as  a 
wife  to  understand  his  need  for  an  artistic  career,  even  though 
she  had  helped  him  to  succeed  as  a photographer. 

Ending  in  mystical  contemplation  of  the  meaning  of  life, 
this  book  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  give  the  exaltation  and  ,1oy 
of  discovery  that  should  accompany  survival.  It  belongs  with 
that  group  of  books  which,  like  Alice  Brown’s  ’’The  Kingdom  in 
the  3ky”  and'John  Erskine’s  ’’Unfinished  Business”,  attempt  to 
speculate  on  the  awakening  after  physical  death. 
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Satoa,  Evalyn 

Tlie  King  I3  a V/itch;  New  York,  3t.  liar  tin’s  Press, 

(1965,  Naton)  263p. 

This  is  primarily  a historical  novel,  treating  witch- 
craft as  the  old  religion  being  overwhelmed  by  the  authority 
of  the  Christian  Church,  but  still  being  practised  surrep- 
titiously. 

King  Edward  III,  (1227-1377),  is  leader  of  the  Royal 
Coven,  but  is  able  to  escape  execution  only  by  providing  a 
substitute  victim.  His  mother,  who  is  mistress  to  Roger 
Mortimer,  acting  as  Regent  to  the  boy-King,  sides  against 
him,  and  only  the  loyalty  and  love  of  the  witch-queen  Lady 
Montagu,  who  has  served  him  in  the  fertility  rites  of  the 
Sabbat,  and  her  acceptance  of  the-  role  of  substitute  vic.tin, 
saves  him. 

The  story  line  follows  a poet  and  playwright.  Sir  Hugh 
Masci,  whose  allegiance  to  the  King  is  forsv;orn  when  he  sees 
how  the  King  forsakes  Lady  K-ontagu  in  favor  of  the  younner 
Joan  Plantagenet,  a blonde  beauty  v/ho  supplants  her.  Hugh 
sees  the  King  becoming  cruel  and  sensual,  and  sickens  over 
Lady  Montagu’s  sacrifice.' 

Ultimately,  Hugh  settles  as  a councillor  at  Calais,  but 
the  city  is  beseiged  by  the  English  King;  the  French  King 
fails  to  come  to  the  rescue  until  the  city  is  starred  into 
surrender;  and  Hugh  is  granted  reprieve  from  death  only  af- 
ter he  makes  the  witch-sign  to  the  Enpriish  King,  who  forgoes 
his  execution,  but  unf orgivingly . 

ns  a novel,  this  book  fails.  There  is  no  adequate  plot 
or  story -line,  and  although  the  characters  are  we  11 -drawn, 
they  seem  lifeless.  Its  value,  however,  is  in  its  portrayal 
of  the  witchcraft  religion  and  its  bein^  supnlanted  by  the 
Christian- under  threat  of  the  Inquisition, 

The  only  fantasy  element  is  the  apnarent  recognition  of 
the  growth  of  the  Power  among  the  witches  and  individually 
when  the  ointments  and  unguents  are  used.  The  secret  simns, 
and  the  underground  ,1oy  of  the  rites,  are  portrayed  in  amree 
ment  with  the  texts  and  declarations  of  the  witches,  v/ho  are 
vehement  in  their  declarations  of  the  wonder  of  the  Sabbats. 
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Ebon,  Martin  (Editor) 


Symposium. 


The  Amazing  Uri  Seller;  (New  American  Library  of  Canada 
Limited  (Signet  W6475) , (1975,  Lombard  Associates,  Inc.);  Il- 
lustrated 16  8p. 

This  symposium  of  articles  provides  an  overview  of  the 
Seller  phenomenon,  and  is  inconclusive  as  to  his  being  a 
genuine  psychic,  or  merely  a sleight-of-hand  poseur.  It  is 
very  critical  of  the  UFO  claims  of  Fuharich,  and  although 
Ebon  is  acquainted  with  Seller,  he  is  noncommittal  about  his 
own  opinion. 

This  book  is  valuable  as  a contemporary  expression  of 
opinion  by  scientists,  photographers,  Journalists,  radio  and 
T^T  hosts  of  shows,  and  the  limited  range  of  Seller’s  phenom- 
ena. Although  I am  skeptical,  like  Ebon  I feel  that  our 
knowledge  is  limited,  and  that  we  have  no  basis  on  which  to 
form  any  final  opinion. 
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Ebon,  Martin  (Editor) 


Symposia . 


Beyond  Space  and  Time:  An  ESP  Casebook;  New  York,  The  New 
American  Library  277p. 

This  volume  reprints  TRUE  EXPERIENCES  IN  PROPHECY  and  TRUE 
EXPERIENCES  IN  TELEPATHY.  The  instances  of  parapsychological 
events  are  convincingly  told  and  some  are  new  to  me;  others  add 
information  to  what  I had  previously  read,  so  this  book  is  worth 
keeping  for  reference. 

Unfortunately,  no  index  is  provided. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  11,  1998 
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Ebon,  Martin,  (Editor) 


Symposium . 


Communicatin  with  the  Dead;  New  York,  New  American  Library 
(ca.  1968)  211p. 

The  25  chapters  of  this  symposium  report  occurrences  which 
more  than  suggest  the  possibility  of  the  survival  of  death  by 
human  personality.  The  original  publication  dates  of  the  items 
range  from  1891  to  1968. 

Chapter  9 is  longest;  a summary  of  Yost's  Patience  Worth:  A 
Psychic  Mystery,  the  first  book  about  her.  This  I did  not  read 
because  I read  the  book  several  years  ago.  Another  chapter  not 
read  was  17  about  Sherwood  Eddy8S  contacts  with  Arthur  Ford,  as 
I have  Eddy’s  book. 

Some  other  chapters  previously  read  I re-read  to  refresh  my 
memory.  The  famous  TV  sitting  of  Bishop  Pike  with  Arthur  Ford 
seems  to  have  provided  the  inspiration  for  this  book,  and  it  is 
several  times  mentioned. 

Although  this  volume  provides  no  scientific  support  for  the 
belief  in  survival,  it  does  present  convincing  testimonies. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  6,  1998 
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Ebon,  Martin 


The  Devil’s  Bride:  Exorcism  Past  and  Present;  New  York/ 
Evanston/San  Francisco/London,  Harper  & Row  (1974,  author;  Se- 
lected Bibliography  245p  . 

Signet  Books  (#W6711),  (October,  1975)  238p. 

The  paperback  edition  appears  to  be  a complete  reprint,  but 
I read  the  hardcover  edition. 

This  is  an  astonishing  book  which  gave  me  additional  infor- 
mation to  that  provided  by  the  author’s  symposium  published  un- 
der the  title  Exorcism:  Fact  not  Fiction.  These  two  books  are 
sufficient  to  give  the  general  reader  clues  to  the  complicated 
and  fascinating  problem  of  possession. 

In  my  opinion  we  are  only  beginning  to  investigate  the  re- 
lationship between  man  and  the  universe.  My  aversion  to  organi- 
zed religion  was  confirmed  when  a Sunday  school  teacher  told  me 
that  she  regretted  that  only  the  souls  of  people  who  acknowledged 
Jesus  Christ  as  their  Savior  were  assured  of  eternal  bliss.  She 
was  sorry,  but  even  the  souls  of  people  born  before  Jesus  were  to 
be  granted  heaven. 

Although  there  are  both  Protestant  and  secular  exorcists,  I 
note  that  the  emphasis  is  on  Catholic  doctrine  and  ceremony  in 
most  books  on  the  subject.  Even  in  China,  only  Christians  can  be 
sure  of  the  efficacy  of  exorcism.  Yet  in  primitive  societies  the 
problems  of  possession  are  prevalent,  and  regardless  of  the  dogma 
or  ritual  cures  are  effected. 

The  fact  of  possession  is  unquestionable.  Exorcisms  are  car- 
ried out  constantly,  and  many  exorcists  are  famous  for  their  ex- 
pertise. The  degrees  of  possession  vary  from  the  controls  of 
spiritual  mediums,  to  multiple  personality,  schi/zophrenia  and  in- 
sanity, to  fakery  and  fraud,  so  that  few  authorities  are  competent 
to  diagnose  the  condition,  and  the  Catholic  Church  requires  the 
exorcist  to  have  the  case  studied  by  a bishop  and  obtain  his  con- 
sent before  proceeding  with  an  exorcism. 

Curiously,  although  almost  every  case  of  possession  is  ac- 
companied by  poltergeist  phenomena,  these  receive  only  cursory 
mention  usually.  Yet  their  prevalence  seems  to  me  to  provide  the 
best  source  for  scientific  investigation  of  the  entire  subject. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  no  one  understands  how  poltergeist 
phenomena  are  possible. 

Only  parapsychology  appears  to  study  the  problem  seriously 
although  psychiatry  is  necessarily  involved  in  many  cases. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  18,  1998 
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Ebon,  Martin  (Editor) 


Symposium . 


Exorcism:  Fact  not  Fiction;  New  York,  Signet  Books  (#Y5701) 

(1974,  Lombard  Associates,  Inc.)  275p. 

This  excellent  symposium  summarizes  most  of  the  problems  in- 
volved in  distinguishing  possession  from  multiple  personality, 
mediumship,  demonology  and  psychiatry. 

The  classical  cases  of  alleged  witchcraft,  the  "Beauchamp” 
and  "Doris"  and  other  multiple  personality  cases,  and  authenti- 
cated poltergeist  instances  are  covered.  Like  Demonic  Possession 
by  Doug  Warren,  the  case  of  the  boy  whose  possession  was  the  basis 
for  Blatty’s  The  Exorcist  is  outlined;  both  should  be  read  because 
of  differences. 

Curiously,  the  final  paragraph  of  Smith’s  summary  of  the  Beau 
champ  case  from  his  book  Immortality:  The  Scientific  Evidence  is 
not  reprinted,  but  is  covered  in  one  of  the  other  articles.  This 
supports  my  view  that  original  sources  should  be  consulted  when 
possible. 

The  prevalence  of  spirit  possession  is  emphasised,  and  the 
value  of  exorcism,  particularly  in  Catholic  cases,  is  demonstrated. 

The  Earling,  Iowa  case  is  also  mentioned  in  Warren’s  book. 

Lambert’s  case  was  investigated  and  reported  on  by  Hereward 
Carrington,  but  this  was  not  mentioned  by  Lambert. 

Unfortunately,  no  index  is  provided;  this  book  must  be  read 
and  referred  to  often.  There  are  too  many  excellent  ideas  explored 
to  be  summarized  in  these  notes. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
April  10,  1998 
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Ebon,  Martin  (Editor) 


Symposium . 


The  Psychic  Reader;  New  York  and  Cleveland,  The  World  Pub- 
lishing Company  (May,  1969),  (1969,  Editor)  225p. 

Like  his  other  symposia,  this  updates  material  I have  read 
from  other  sources  and  provides  new  information.  I am  astonished 
anew  by  the  extent  of  the  literature,  which  I shall  never  master 
but  which  I still  find  fascinating. 

Several  of  the  atticles  deal  with  Bishop  Pike’s  contacts  with 
the  spirit  of  his  son  who  committed  suicide;  others  summarize  the 
Blavatsky,  ’’Margery",  Houdini,  psychic  surgery,  Arthur  Ford,  and 
more  familiar  material. 

Ebon  seems  as  familiar  with  the  literature  as  Hereward  Car- 
rington was,  and  he  seems  a worthy  successor. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  11,  1998 
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Ebon,  Martin  (Editor) 


Symposium . 


Reincarnation  in  the  Twentieth  Century;  New  York  and  Cleve- 
land, The  World  Publishing  Company  (1969)  Publishers  155p. 

Like  most  modern  studies,  this  draws  heavily  on  cases  drawn 
from  the  research  of  Dr.  Ian  Stevenson.  The  most  important  of 
the  studies  is  Ducasse's  review  of  the  Bridey  Murphy  case;  he  in- 
sists that  it  deserves  serious  consideration,  but  denies  that  it 
proves  reincarnation..  Spragget’s  summary  of  the  Maciver  case 
I think  follows  Jess  Stern’s  book  about  her;  and  Krause’s  essay 
on  Demara  suggests  an  angle  I had  not  considered  when  I read  the 
book  about  the  Great  Impostor. 

Other  cases  were  new  to  me,  but  like  Ducasse  I am  not  sure 
that  any  number  of  suggestive  cases  prove  reincarnation;  they  may 
be  aspects  of  the  possession  problem. 

This  is  a good  introduction  to  the  study. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  23,  1998 
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Ebon,  Martin  (Editor) 


Symposium . 


Test  Your  ESP;  Contributors:  Robert  Brier,  Henie  Brier, 
Eleanore  Gohdes  and  Joyce  Jones;  New  york  and  Cleveland,  The 
World  Publishing  Company  (1969,  Editor);  Readings,  Glossary  155p. 

This  book  offers  advice  on  amateur  investigation  of  psychic 
powers  believed  to  be  possessed  by  everyone,  but  usually  ignored 
or  undeveloped.  Score  sheets  and  methods  of  measurement,  sample 
occurrences  known  to  have  happened  are  offered  to  illustrate  the 
problems  and  effects. 

Since  I am  not  interested  in  practical  investigation,  I did 
not  read  more  than  a few  chapters  of  this  book  and  scanned  the 
others.  The  contributors  appear  to  be  following  the  lead  of  Drs 
Rhine  and  using  his  methods  and  those  of  his  wife  Louisan  who  is 
particularly  interested  in  spontaneous  rather  than  experimental 
phenomena . 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  29,  1998 
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Ebon,  Martin 

They  Knew  The  Unknown;  New  York,  The  World  Publishing  Company 
(1971,  Lombard  Associates);  Bibliography;  Index  285p. 

I am  currently  reading  several  books  by  Ebon  and  it  appears 
to  me  that  although  mainly  employed  by  Eileen  Garrett  he  is  almost 
as  well  qualified  as  Hereward  Carrington  to  write  about  parapsy- 
chological  phenomena.  Although  I have  read  over  five  hundred  books 
related  to  the  subject,  this  one  gives  me  information  not  acquired 
previously. 

Each  chapter  summarizes  biographically  the  associations  and 
experiences  of  famous  people  and  mentions  that  official  biographies 
seldom  explore  the  psychic  events  of  their  subjects  because  of  the 
bias  against  the  occult.  The  index  is  of  names  only,  so  I list  the 
principal  characters: 

Socrates,  Swedenborg,  Kant,  Schopenhauer , Shakespeare , Def oe , 

Mary  Shelley,  Dickens,  Poe, Percy  Shelley,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Victor 
Hugo,  the  Brownings,  Mark  Twain,,  William  James,  Henry  James,  Strind- 
berg, Alfred  Russel  Wallace,  Conan  Doyle,  Thomas  Edison,  William 
McDougall,  Freud,  Jung,  Yeats,  Alexis  Carrel,  Maeterlinck,  Mackenzie 
King,  Thomas  Mann, Gilbert  Murray,  Aldous  Huxley, Upton  Sinclair , C . J . 
Ducasse,  and  incidental  people  who  influenced  them. 

Ebon  concludes  that  human  beings  can  only  be  left  free  to  be 
believers  or  doubters,  and  shows  that  few  of  the  subjects  were  abso- 
lutely convinced  of  the  reality  of  their  experiences.  Scientific 
method  fails  to  confirm  the  objectivity  because  most  events  are  not 
repeatable,  and  the  reining  materialistic  philosophy  favors  scepti- 
cism. 


Many  other  world-famous  people  who  investigated  psychic  phenom- 
ena are  not  mentioned  in  this  book,  but  the  literature  is  so  vast 
that  I have  read  probably  fewer  than  half  the  books  in  my  personal 
library  and  am  still  making  new  discoveries. 

Not  only  does  Ebon  provide  new  information,  but  he  suggests 
further  reading.  My  faith  in  science  leads  me  to  feel  that  future 
research  will  bring  positive  knowledge  and  the  solution  of  at  least 
some  of  these  mysteries. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November4,  1998 
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Ebon,  Martin  (Editor) 


Symposium 


Witchcraft  Today;  Signet  (#T4585),  (April,  1971);  144p. 

Mainly  reprinted  from  popular  magazines  or  newspapers,  the 
articles  attempt  to  present  current  activities  and  beliefs  about 
witchcraft . 

Louise  Huebner,  Sybil  Leek,  Charles  Manson,  Aleister  Crowley 
Gerald  Brousseau  Gardner,  Doreen  Valiente,  and  Raymond  Buckland 
are  influential;  individual  case  histories  are  narrated;  Salem 
witchcraft  trials,  African  and  South  American  beliefs  are  given, 
Anton  Lavey^s  views  are  detailed,  and  the  tragedy  of  Bernadette 
Hasler  is  detailed  more  extensively  than  in  Peter  Robson’s  book 
The  Devil’s  Own.  Max  Gunther,  who  wrote  a book  on  witchcraft  in 
business  circles,  admits  that  predictions  came  true  for  him. 

This  is  a good  popular  sampling  of  practices,  beliefs,  and 
individual  case  histories,  but  some  of  the  articles  do  not  take 
the  serious  view  which  the  prevalence  of  interest  demands. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  12,  1998 
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Sddy,  'Sherwood 

You  V/ill  ."Survive  After  Death;  New  York/ Tor  onto,  Rine- 
hart & Company,  Inc.  (1950,  Sddy)  ; Glo-^c.ary  210p. 

Thig  iq  one  of  the  be<^t,  if  no t the  beqt,  testimonials 
of  personal  experience  of  spiritualiq t1 c phenomena,  over  a 
period  of  13  yearq,  by  an  intelligent  and  religiouq  layman, 
beginning  aq  a believer  in  immortality  on  other  grounds  and 
having  it  oonfirmed  by  his  investigations, 

Ke  knew  personally  Edgar  Gayce,  Arthur  Eord.  Margery 
Crandon  (v\/hom  he  refers  to  as  ^acx^axisd:  l!Iar  Jorie ) , and  a 
private  mediujTj.  Dr.  Et  A,  Macbe th-'whose  control  Tobe  was  a 
ma^or  influence.  His  evidence  is  as  clear  and  unequivocal 
as  i^  possible  for  a layman  to  present. 

Books  in  Print  1988-89  does  not  list  any  currently  a- 
va liable  edition,  unfortunately.  This  book  should  not  have 
been  allowed  to  go  out  of  print. 

Eddy  gives  information  concerning  Cayce’s  'spelling  dif- 
ficulties and  education  which  he  obtained  from,  Cayce  himself 
and  which  enlarges  on  what  is  said  in  the  biographies  of 
Gayce  which  I have  read.  He  is  also  a cham.pion  of  ?he  Gran- 
dons  and  mentions  instances  of  ectoplasm  v;hich  would  make 
the  cheesecloth  explanation  impossible.  Although  this  is  a 
modest  testimony,  it  is  transparently  honest  and  important. 

Although  there  is  no  index,  this  book  is  worth  keeping 
for  constant  reference  in  connection  v/ith  the  investigation 
period  of  20  years  from.  1920  to  1940,  and  perhaps  more  re- 
cent. Other  mediums  are  involved  in  sittings  with  Eddy,  and 
he  appears  to  have  been  fortunate  in  their  communications 
from  his  deceased  relatives. 

Despite  having  recently  read  several  books  about  fraud- 
ulent mediums  and  spiritualistic  trickery,  Eddy^s  book  has 
reinforced  my  belief  in  psychic  phenomena  even  more  than 
some  of  the  strictly  scientific  volumes  in  my  library. 

I continue  to  believe  that  insufficient  attentio,n  is 
given  to  popular  literature  and  personal  experiences  by  the 
parapsychologists  presently  using  scientific  methods  of  in- 
vestigation. Two  people  from  spiritualistic  fam-ilies  whom  I 
have  known  have  told  me  that  they  accept  in  their  fa-mi ly 
circles  the  presence  of  deceased  .members  as  if  they  were 
present  in  their  bodies. 


I reoomiaend  this  book. 
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Edelson,  Edward 

Visions  of  Tomorrow:  Great  Science  Fiction  from  the 
Movies;  Garden  City,  Eew  York,  Doubleday  & Company,  Inc., 
(1975,  Author);  Illustrated;  Index  117p. 

This  is  a rather  superficial  sum.mary  of  the  history  of 
science  fiction  movies,  commencing  with  1902  and  concluding 
with  the  thought  that  the  movies  to  attract  audiences  are 
going  to  have  to  imagine  things  which  go  beyond  modern  tech- 
nology, and  that  this  is  difficult  because  technology  has  in 
many  cases  gone  beyond  fiction. 

I ordered  the  book  for  Hon  Gallant,  but  had  a chance  to 
read  it  before  he  picked  it  u^. 

In  addition  to  3 ta r Tre k , it  recommends  The  Putter  Lim.it s 
and  Ihvilight  Zone  as  worth  viewing  on  television. 
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Edgar,  Madalen 


Tales  from  V/illiam  Morris ; London,  Eeorge  G.  Harrap  & 
Company,  no  date  (circa.  1915);  Illustrated  158p. 

All  five  of  these  tales  are  also  re -told  in  the  author^  s 
Stories  from  the  Earthly  Paradise.  They  are  also  re -told  by 
iV.  1.  Glover  in  Tales  from  the  Earthly  Paradise,  the  fourth 
here  entitled  Ogier  the  Dane  under,  the  title  The  Fairies^ 
Gifts. 

I have  not  read  this  volume,  since  the  stories  are  the 
same  as  in  Glover^s  version,  but  should  retain  this  book  for 
comparison  of  style. 

I have  filed  this  book  under  '^T'^orris 'M 


E'dgley^  Leslie 

The  Judas  Goat;  New  Yorkj  Aee  BookSj  Inc.  (#D-13), 

( 1952 , Edgley) , (Doubleday)  166p, 

This  is  a complicated  murder  mystery  novel,  with  a back- 
ground  of  a new  mental  health  clinic  'practising  psychonamics . 
Dix  Latham  has  ghost-written  the  - textbook  and  edits  the  m.a^?a- 
zine  produced  monthly;  he  is  a womanizer  whose  wife  loves  him 
and  is  silent  about  hisuffairs,  but  they  have  separated  as  a 
result  of  her  finding  out  that  he  is  playing  around  with  the 
wife  of  the  originator  of  the  movem.ent, 

Dix  is  framed  as  having  committed  suicide  in  a car  crash 
after  killing  a gangster’s  brother,  though  the  brother  had' 
been  planning  to  kill  him.  Blackmail  involving  another  man 
and  his  wife  had  led  to  another  killing,  the  man  being  framed 
and  kept  silent  by  threats  against  his  wife. 

Although  the  early  part  of  the  book  is  interesting,  the 
closing  pages  are  unconvincing-- there  are  too  many  coinciden- 
tal assumptions  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  several  of  the 
characters,  too  many  murders  and  murderers,  and  too  much  de- 
ceit among  the  leaders  of  the  clinic. 
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Editors  of  Fortune 


Fortune’s  Guide  to  Personal  Investing;  (1968,  1969,  Time 
Inc,)^  184p, 

Although  many  of  the  chapters  in  this  book  are  of  mini- 
mal interest  to  me,  much  'is  stated  v\/hich  is  useful  as  warning 
to  investigate  before  investing. 

(2)  demonstrates  that  there  is  a vast  difference  between"^ 
the  prices  shown  for  commodities  on  the  futures  market,  and 
the  actual  trade  prices.  In  this  respect  it  could  be  compared 
with  the  ’’rare  book”,  coin,  stamp,  or  art  markets,  uncertain 
basic  values  being  dependent  upon  the  position  of  the  buyer 
and  his  mood,  rather  than  upon  the  basic  worth. 

(5)  margin  buying  is  done  by  only  a small  percentage  of 
stock  purchasers,  and  these  are  likely  to  be  speculators  or 
exper  ts . 

(6)  shows  how  worthless  stocks  can  be  marketed  readily  if 
they  become  fashionable;  and  that  the  public  pays  little  at  ten 
tion  to‘  basic  worth. 

(7)  warns  tjia  t speculation  in  currencies  is  not  for  the 
amateur. 

(9)  there  is  an  interesting  example  s^iven  near  the  close 
of  this  chapter  concerning  how  banks  could  make  more  money  by 
trading  on  spreads  in  the  values  of  short  and  long-term  bonds. 

(10)  by  studying  the  purchases  and  sales  of  stock  by  ’’in- 
siders”, Fortune  concludes  that  stocks  will  rise  In  the  first 
year  of  heavy  buying,  but  that  sales  som.e times  Indicate  that 
longer  periods  will  bring  those  stocks  into  profitable  nosi- 
tions. 

(23)  might  be  worth  studying  in  view  of  the  '’takeover” 
activity  in  the  current  market  (1979).  I should  think  that 
this  would  attract  the  kind  of  speculator  who  works  on  m.arffin 
.buying. 

(29)  demonstrates  how  capital  is  tied  up  by  the  capital 
gains  tax,  which  makes  it  too  expensive  for  an  investor  to  ac- 
cept his  profits.  I can  sympathize  with  this. 

(38)  is  worth  studying  before  making  a larfre  investrnent 
in  bonds. 


I 


i 


/.■5; 


Editors  of  Playboy  Magazine 


Anthology,. 


More  Playboy’s  Ribald  Classics;  Chicago,  Illinois, 
Playboy  Press  (1969),  Illustrated  by  Robert  Dance  185p. 

These  are  short  humorous  and  sex-centered  tales  retold 
from  classics  and  folktales  ranging  from  Boccaccio  to  the 
Apache  Indians.  Reprinted  from  the  magazine,  they  are,  in 
all  probability,  told  at  greater  length  in  the  original 
versions,  though  I have  not  checked  any  to  ascertain  what 
modifications  were  made. 

Amusing  pastime  reading,  but  nothing  of  importance. 

Paperback  book  #BA012S 


Th©  Editors  of  Playboy  , Anthology. 

' Play boy Ribald  Glassies;  New  York,  Pocket  Books,  Inc. 
and  Chicago,  Playboy  Press,  (1966);  Illustrated  by  Robert  ■ 
Dance  ) ' 184p 

This  short  anthology  of  retold  classic  ribald  tales  is 
amusing,  and  I likely  have  many  of  the  story  selections  In 
my  Bocoaeclo,  De  l!aupassant,  D©  Balzac,  Petronius,  Apuleius, 
and  other  books.  There  is  nothing  more  than  the  usual  erotic 
aspects  in  these,  and  I cannot  remember  whether  I have  read 
any  of  the  stories  previously,  since  the  elements  of  almost 
all  such  tales  are  hackneyed. 

There  Is  nothing  of  perma^nent  interest. 
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Editors  of  The  Wall  Street  Journal 

The  New  Millionaires  and  How  They  Made  Their  Fortunes; 
New  York,  Maofadddn  Books  (#255);  (and'  ptg. .Oct.lSod,  1962) 

127p. 

The  theme  of  this  compilation  of  biographies  is  that  it 
is  still  possible,  in  spite  of  high  income  taxes,  to  becorae. 
a millionaire  by  hard  work  and  using  an  idea  which  fills  some 
commercial  need.  , 

There  are  some  very  interesting  careers  outlined,  and  of 
these  some  seem  to  border  on  sharp  dealing,  such  as  the  sale 
of  unlisted  securities  on  a promotional  basis,  but  the  theme 
•of  the  book  is  well  demonstrated.  I think  that  none  of  them 
has  grasped  my  viewpoint,  and  that  I might  'well  succeed  in 
selling  aiQ.  article  outlining  my,  conclusions. 

On  page  83  Stanley  3.  Baron  says:  ^ I wrote  science  fic- 
tion and  horror  stories,  about  one  a month,  while  I was  at 
the  bank,  I wouldn’t  hire  anyone  today  who  wrote  that  kind 
of  trash." 


Edmonds , I . G . 


The  Kings  of  Black  Magic;;  Illustrated  with  photographs; 
Mew  York,  Holt,  Rinehart  and  Winston;  (1981,  author);  Bibliog- 
raphy; Index  198p, 

These  brief  biographies  of  magicians  are  well-researched 
and  interesting,  and  despite  my  familiarity  with  most,  I found 
mention  of  facts  previously  unknown  to  me.  The  bibliography  of 
the  subject  is  so  vast,  however,  that  no  one  can  possibly  read 
every  available  source. 

Commencing  with  an  introductory  chapter  on  the  prevalence 
of  magical  practices  from  prehistoric  times  and  their  relation 
to  religious  beliefs,  this  book  describes  Apollonius  of  Tyana, 
Julian  the  Apostate,  Roger  Bacon,  Agrippa,  Paracelsus,  Johann 
Faust,  John  Dee,  Cagliostro,  Bulwer  Lytton,  Eliphas  Levi,Aleis- 
ter  Crowley,  Boullan,  LaVey,  Huysman.  It  is  worthwhile  to  keep 
this  book  for  reference. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  5,  1998 


3246  Portage  Avenue 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3K  0Y9 
(204)  831-7777 


The  Fikt  Quarter  Century 

1962-1987 

Le  Premier  Quart  DeSiecle 

CA  SE  FETE! 


RBStCltvIKmt 


Edmonds , I . G . 


The  Magic  Brothers:  Carl  & Alexander  Herrmann;  New  York, 
Elsevier /Nelson  Books;  (1979,  author);  Indices  166p. 

This  is  an  interesting  summary  of  the  lives  of  brothers  who 
became  world  famous  stage  magicians  because  of  their  hard  work 
and  improvements  on  illusions. 

Notes  are  unnecessary  because  of  the  excellent  indices,  and 
I have  only  a borderline  interest  in  stage  magic,  so  these  notes 
are  minimal.  Remember  that  the  endpapers  provide  portraits  of 
the  two. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  5,  1998 
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Edmonds,  Judge 

Letters  and  Tracts  on  Spiritualism,  and  Two  Inspirational 
Orations  by  Cora  L.  V.  Tappan,  and  particulars  respecting  the 
personal  career  and  passing  away  of  Judge  Edmonds;  London,  J. 
Burns  n.d.  (ca  1874);  variously  paginated  from  pamphlets. 

This  volume  continued  the  promotional  efforts  of  Judge 
Edmonds  up  to  the  end  of  his  life;  he  never  wavered  in  his  belief 
of  survival  of  the  dead. 

(see  my  notes  on  his  Spiritualism) 

Burns  appears  to  have  accepted  the  faith. 

These  tracts  and  letters  indicate  that  despite  ill  health 
the  Judge  courteously  responded  to  all  inquiries.  This  volume 
preserves  tracts  which  have  probably  disappeared. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  25,  2003 
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Edmonds,  John  W,,  and  Dexter,  George  T.  (M.D.) 

Spiritualism;  with  an  appendix  by  Nathaniel  Tallmadge;  New 
York,  Partridge  & Brittan,  1854  (1953,  authors)  505p. 

Judge  Edmonds  was  one  of  the  most  influential  spiritualists 
among  the  early  investigators  in  the  U.  S.  A.  A second  volume 
followed  this  important  book,  but  I have  only  a preliminary  review 
of  it  on  page  72  to  77  in  Volume  8 of  a bound  volume  of  the  Spir- 
itual Telegraph.  I also  have  a copy  of  the  Memorial  Edition  of 
Letters  and  Tracts  on  Spiritualism  by  Judge  Edmonds  which  includes 
inspirational  orations  of  Cora  L.  V.  Tappan  and  notes  of  the  death 
and  career  of  Edmonds.  I can  find  no  mention  of  Edmonds  in  the 
indexes  of  the  SPR  Proceedings,  but  cases  reported  by  Robert  Dale 
Owen  are  reprinted  in  the  1889-1900  volume  of  Proceedings.  These 
indicate  that  little  attention  was  paid  to  events  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
by  the  English  pioneers. 

Although  this  volume  is  mainly  devoted  to  messages  allegedly 
from  surviving  spirits,  Edmonds  was  convinced  that  he  contacted 
relatives  and  friends  who  had  died.  Dexter’s  messages  came  from 
his  automatic  writings  and  supported  Edmonds. 

The  muslim  binding  of  this  volume  split  at  the  spine  and  I 
have  found  old  books  like  thisvery  prone  to  fall  apart  from  read- 
ing, so  it  is  doubtful  how  many  have  survived  until  now.  I am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  extent  of  spiritual  belief  in  U.S.A. 
after  the  Fox  sisters  has  been  underestimated  in  England;  many 
thousands  or  perhaps  millions  of  Americans  were  investigating  and 
the  periodical  literature  was  immense. 

I am  amazed  at  how  the  widespread  acceptance  of  spiritualism 
immediately  after  the  Fox  sisters  turned  to  prejudice  against  the 
movement  later  on.  It  was  a phenomenon  almost  like  witchcraft  in 
earlier  history  and  sociologically  important. 

Is  a revival  imminent? 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  25,  2003 
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Edmonds,  Judge 


Letters  and  Tracts  on  Spiritualism,  and  Two  Inspirational 
Orations  by  Cora  L*  V.  Tappan,  and  particulars  respecting  the 
personal  career  and  passing  away  of  Judge  Edmonds;  London,  J, 
Burns  n.d.  (ca  1874);  variously  paginated  from  pamphlets. 

This  voluiae  continued  the  promotional  efforts  of  vTudge 
Edmonds  up  to  the  end  of  his  life;  he  never  wavered  in  his  belief 
of  survival  of  the  dead, 

(see  mj  notes  on  his  Spiritualism) 

Burns  appears  to  have  accepted  the  faith. 

These  tracts  and  letters  indicate  that  despite  ill  health 
the  Judge  courteously  responded  to  all  inquiries.  This  volume 
preserves  tracts  which  have  probably  disappeared. 

Chester  I).  Guthbert 
July  25,  2003 
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Edmunds,  Simeon 


Hypnotism  and  the  Supernormal;  Portrait;  London,  The  Aquarian 
Press,  1961  (1961,  author);  Appendices;  Index  180p. 

Variant  Title:  Hypnotism  and  Psychic  Phenomena;  North  Holly- 
wood, California,  Wilshire  Book  Company,  (1967)  180p. 

Although  the  quality  paperback  reprint  does  not  acknowledge 
Iriails  of  the  first  edition,  it  is  an  exact  reprint. 

The  author,  in  addition  to  being  a practitioner  of  hypnosis, 
is  a very  well-reo:'  student  of  psychic  phenomena,  and  this  book 
is  an  ideal  overview  of  both  Tlelds  of  the  supernormal. 

Having  previoc-:!/  read  many  of  the  case  histories  detailed 
it  was  not  necessary  for  me  to  read  every  ^/ord. 

Some  of  the  foreign  cases  were  new  to  me,  and  the  author  is 
certainly  right  that  hypnosis  can  be  used  for  criminal  purposes. 

I have  not  yet  seen  any  mention  of  this  book  in  others,  but  it  is 
an  excellent  reference. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  14,  2000 
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Edwardes,  Allen,  and  Masters  R.  E.  L. 

The  Cradle  of  E-rotioa;  New  York,  Lancer  Books  (1968) 
(1962  The  Julian  Press);  Index  352p. 

This  is  an  exhaustive  study  of  sexual  customs  and  prac- 
tices in  the  middle  east,  and  indicates  that  such  people  have 
an  almost  entirely  physical  approach  to  the  act,  ignoring  the 
aesthetic  and  love  element  which  improves  the  relationship 
between  the  sexes  in  the  western  world. 

The  details  provided  indicate  that  v/estern  repression  of 
the  sexual  instinct  is  an  errant  perversion  of  the  natural 
function  developed  and  encouraged  to  excess  in  the  middle 
east.  The  authors  do  not  advocate  total  sexual  freedom,  as 
they  feel  this  would  lead  to  abuses;  they  suggest  that  the 
rights  of  minors  and  underprivileged  people  should  be  protec- 
ted. They  do  feel,  however,  that  consenting  adults  should  be 
allowed  full  exnression  of  their  sexual  natures,  without  re- 
■atrictive  legislation. 


( 
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Edwards,  David 


Next  Stop—MarsI;  A Novel  of  the  First  Space-ship 
Voyage  to  the  Red  Planet;  New  York,  Greenwich  Book  Pub- 
lishers (1959,  Edwards)  113p, 

The  author  of  this  vanity-published  novel  was  only  15 
years  of  age  when  it  was  published,  and  it  is  this  factor 
which  supplies  the  main  interest  of  the  book  for  the  reader. 

Having  absorbed  most  of  the  science  fiction  ideas  which 
were  used  in  the  fiction  of  the  time,  the  author  tried  to 
incorporate  them  all  in  describing  the  marvels  of  the  first 
journey  to  Mars  by  five  earthmen. 

With  the  usual  limited  comprehension  of  his  years,  the 
writer  has  the  space  ship  pierced  by  a bit  of  space  garbage, 
and  the  repair  is  effected  with  amateurish  skill.  Arrived 
on  Mars,  the  astronauts  find  a huge  valley  or  subterranean 
cavern  occupied  by  thousands  of  flying  saucers,  some  of  them 
already  having  visited  earth  and  leaving  there  representa- 
tive Martians. 

Later  in  the  story,  a disclosure  is  made  that  the  Mar- 
tians had  mastered  interplanetary  travel  10,000  years  before 
and  intergalactic  travel  3,000  years  before.  Although  far 
advanced  beyond  earthmen  in  intelligence,  their  appetite  for 
peanut  butter  sandwiches  made  them  willing  to  trade  three 
flying  saucers  for  a single  sandwich.  Many  other  such  ^1^- 
venile  misconceptions  add  to  the  entertainment  value  of  the 
story,  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  spectacle  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  assisting  in  the  extrication  of  an 
astronaut  from  an  elevator  stopped  between  floors,  only  to 
find  that  the  entrapped  man  had  already  escaped  by  telepor- 
tation. In  addition  to  the  mostly  unconscious  humor,  there 
are  displays  of  boyish  fun  and  humor  consciously  used  by 
Edwards,  and  his  enthusiasm  for  the  ”gadgetry”  of  science 
fiction  excuses  his  errors  of  science  and  reasoning. 

The  story  is  told  with  little  literary  grace,  and  with 
no  real  comprehension  of  the  problems  of  writing  or  science, 
but  relates  themes  dealt  with  more  expertly  in  other  books. 
The  Martians  and  the  astronauts,  for  instance,  agree  that 
the  threat  of  an  asteroid  colliding  with  the  earth  will  be 
sufficient  to  unite  earth’s  nations  peacefully  in  efforts 
to  deal  with  the  crisis;  but  in  the  event,  earth  people  pay 
little  attention  to  the  celestial  danger,  and  are  more  in- 
terested in  seeing  an  astronaut  with  a Martian. 

As  indicated  above,  this  book  is  most  interesting  in 
revealing  the  effect  of  science  fiction  reading  on  a boy’s 
mind,  and  is  almost  worthless  otherwise. 


Edwards,  Harry  (with  Olive  Burton) 

A Guide  to  Spirit  Healing;  London,  Spiritualist  Press  Ltd. 
(1950);  Illustrated  165  p. 

Edwards  gives  credit  to  spirit  healers  for  all  cures,  him- 
self being  only  the  channel  through  whom  the  power  flows.  This 
book  is  intended  to  instruct  novice  healers  concerning  methods 
and  attitudes  most  helpful  in  cooperating  with  the  spirits. 

Far  more  cures  are  made  by  absent  healing  than  by  personal 
contact  with  the  healer  so  he  is  seldom  acquainted  with  patients 
excepting  by  correspondence.  Since  most  patients  do  not  contact 
him  until  they  are  considered  hopeless  by  orthodox  doctors,  and 
many  patients  do  not  report  results  or  keep  in  touch  with  him, 
records  are  incomplete.  However  cures  exceeding  20,000  are  on 
record  . 

Whether  or  not  one  agrees  with  Edwards  about  spirit  healers, 
the  facts  seem  indisputable.  The  negative  attitudes  of  church 
and  medical  authorities  and  even  restrictive  laws  work  against 
recognition  of  spirit  healing,  so  much  is  done  in  spite  of  the 
prejudicial  obstacles  prevailing. 

Edwards  is  absolutely  sincere  and  pleads  for  cooperation 
with  church  and  medical  science.  The  fact  that  so  many  sick 
people  seek  his  help  successfully  indicates  that  orthodox  medi- 
cene  has  much  to  learn. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
January  22 , 2001 
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Edwards , Harry 


The  Healing  Intelligence;  New  York,  Taplinger  Publishing  Com- 
pany, (1971);  (1965,  author)  189p. 

Edwards  tries  to  explain  that  cells  have  intelligence  like 
the  whole  body  and  can  respond  to  need.  In  all  spirit  healing 
ability  beyond  that  of  medical  science  is  demonstrated;  distance 
is  no  barrier  to  absent  healing  which  constitutes  the  larger  part 
of  spirit  healing;  there  are  5000  healers  known  in  England  and 
perhaps  an  equal  number  unknown. 

As  in  most  of  his  books,  Edwards  repeats  descriptions  of  his 
famous  cases  and  the  neglect  of  medical  and  religious  authorities 
to  accept  them  because  of  prejudice  against  Spiritualism. 

I think  his  cases  of  absent  healing  are  sufficient  proof  of 
the  reality  of  telepathy  and  clairvoyance,  and  I wonder  if  the  SPR 
has  studied  his  case. 

Edwards  proves  that  faith  is  not  necessary  in  spirit  healing 
but  his  own  conviction  of  the  reality  of  spirit  help  may  be  the 
cause  of  his  cures.  The  fact  that  his  helpers  can  also  heal  shows 
that  they  have  shared  his  belief. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
January  31,  2001 
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Edwards  , Harry- 

Life  in  Spirit  with  a Guide  for  the  Development  of  Mediumship 
Guildford,  Surrey,  The  Healer  Publishing  Co.  Ltd. (1978,  Publisher 
Trust);  Illustrated;  Index  238p. 

Compiled  about  the  author’s  80th  birthday,  this  is  a "catch- 
all") volume  of  writings,  some  fanciful  and  possibly  imaginative, 
others  on  mediumship  quite  important. 

A healing  medium  himself,  Edwards  needed  clerical  and  other 
healing  helpers  to  handle  the  half-million  letters  he  received 
each  year.  In  a former  book  he  disclosed  that  his  organization 
operated  at  a deficit,  but  depending  on  donations  which  were  often 
scantity,  the  royalties  from  his  books  were  used. 

New  husband  and  wife  healers  replaced  the  Burtons  of  former 
years,  but  no  explanation  is  given  about  what  happened  to  the  Bur- 
tons. 


Absent  treatment  is  matched  by  Edgar  Cayce;  healing  by  Olga 
and  Ambrose  Worrall,  so  I am  convinced  that  healings  took  place 
supernormally , and  the  explanation  of  spirit  help  given  Edwards 
is  reasonable.  The  prejudice  against  Spiritualism  is  unjustified 
despite  the  acknowledgment  of  fraud. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
February  5,  2001 
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Edwards , Harry 


The  power  of  Healing;  London,  Tamden  Books  Limited,  1967;  il- 
lustrated (Herbert  Jenkins  Ltd.,  1965);  (#T111)  189p. 

New  York,  Award  Books  (#A305S),  (1968)  189p. 

The  Award  edition  lacks  the  illustrations  of  the  Tandem  edi- 
tion. 


This  book  repeats  much  of  what  was  said  by  the  author  in  his 
earlier  books,  but  gives  reprints  of  detailed  case  history  testi- 
monials by  cured  patients. 

The  author’s  sincereity  and  beliefs  cannot  be  denied;  he  has 
devoted  25  years  to  public  demonstrations  and  private  healings, 
and  has  consistently  battled  against  the  prejudices  of  medical  and 
church  authorities.  His  offers  of  cooperation  were  rejected  or 
ignored,  yet  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  requests  for  help  he  re- 
ceived demonstrate  the  inadequacy  of  orthodox  medical  practice. 

My  conclusion  after  reading  hundreds  of  books  is  that  spirit 
healing  and  the  spiritualists  have  been  denied  a fair  hearing.  I 
have  experienced  no  psychic  phenomena  or  seances,  but  my  personal 
acquaintance  with  several  mediums  made  me  respect  them. 

I am  inclined  to  think  that  hypnotic  phenomena  are  based  on 
a source  similar  to  that  of  psychic  healing,  and  that  the  latter 
is  superior  if  a psychic  healer  can  be  found. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
January  27,  2001 
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Edwards , Harry 


The  Science  of  Spirit  Healing;  London,  Rider  and  Company, 
Fifth  Impression,  no  date;  Illustrated  96p. 

The  very  small  print  indicates  that  this  book  was  printed 
during  wartime  shortages  of  paper.  An  addendum  dated  March, 

1945  and  other  facts  seem  to  show  that  this  book  was  his  fourth 
after  two  biographies  of  other  mediums  and  one  on  spirit  healing 
and  his  work  was  financed  by  royalties  from  books  and  donations 
since  he  never  asked  fees  for  his  work. 

The  detailed  description  of  his  work  supports  acceptance  of 
his  claim  that  he  is  merely  the  channel  through  whom  spitit 
healers  cure  illnesses.  Other  healers  are  numerous,  but  likely 
Edwards  is  the  one  who  has  published  most  concerning  methods. 

Edwards  deplores  the  prejudice  of  church  and  medical  author- 
ities, and  begs  for  cooperation.  He  has  no  medical  knowledge 
himself;  I would  compare  him  with  Edgar  Cayce. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
January  22,  2001 
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Edwards , Harry 


The  Truth  about  Spiritual  Healing:  London,  Psychic  Book  Club 
(1956);  Appendices;  153p. 

Edwards  submitted  details  of  several  cases  of  psychic  cures 
to  the  British  Medical  Association  which  did  not  investigate  them 
and  dismissed  his  claims  with  their  usual  evasive  rationalisations 
which  he  details  so  fully  that  if  his  book  were  not  true,  he  was 
probably  liable  for  damages.  This  book  is  an  eye-opener  about  the 
efforts  to  maintain  medical  prestige  by  ignoring  alternative  means 
of  curing  people’s  health.  Doctors  are  afraid  of  losing  their 
livelihoods  if  they  consult  healers,  but  do  so  anyway  for  their 
families  and  themselves,  maintaining  secrecy. 

Edwards  is  absolutely  convinced  that  the  healing  is  done  by 
spirit  doctors  through  himself  as  their  instrument. 

This  is  an  important  book. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
January  25,  2001 
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Eells,  George 


Hedda  an'd  Louella ; New  York,  G.  P.  Putnam’s  Sons,  197S 
(Eells) ; Illustrations;  Index  360p. 

Hedda  Hopper  and  Louella  Parsons Hollywood  gossip  ool- 
umnists,  are  treated  together  in  this  dual  biography  which 
attempts  to  analyze  their  power  and  success.  A good  index 
makes  unnecessary ■ any  detailed  notes. 

The  book  appears  to  have  been  reasonably  well~resea rched 
and  could  be  useful  as  a reference.  Both  women  were  ambitious 
and  pov»;er-mad,  but  Louella  is  made  to  aupear  the  more  likable. 
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Ehr enwald , Jan 

Telepathy  and  Medical  Psychology;  Introduction  by  Gardner 
Murphy;  London,  George  Allen  & Unwin  Ltd  (1947);  Bibliography, 
Glossary;  Index  212p. 

Familiar  with  both  psychiatry  and  psychical  research,  the 
author  comments  on  the  relevant  literature  and  describes  his  per- 
sonal experiences  with  his  daughter  Barbara  and  observations  duly 
witnessed  of  events  involving  patients  he  treated. 

I have  cartons  of  books  on  sleep  and  dreams,  both  subjects  I 
intended  to  study  but  never  found  time  to  do  so.  Gonsequent ly , I 
was  startled  to  find  on  page  138  of  this  book: 

We  know  from  the  analysis  of  dreams  that  past,  present  and 
future  have  no  real  meaning  to  the  subconscious. 

My  belief  in  a static  universe,  curiously  enough,  came  from 
my  interest  in  astonomy.  Our  sensory  and  mental  limitations  give 
us  only  a restricted  time  sense;  the  universe  is  like  a record  of 
a song:  the  song  is  complete  on  the  record,  but  our  consciousness 
enables  us  like  the  needle  on  the  gramaphone  to  become  aware  of 
the  song  only  as  the  needle  proceeds  along  the  record’s  grooves. 

Or  like  reading  a book:  the  story  is  complete,  but  we  become 

aware  of  it  only  as  we  read. 

The  author  accepts,  consequently,  the  phenomena  of  retro  and 
precognition  of  which  the  literature  of  parapsychology  is  filled 
with  instances. 

The  index  makes  notes  of  this  volume  unnecessary,  but  I am  so 
impressed  by  the  quotation  above  that  in  many  respects  the  author 
agrees  with  my  own  conclusions.  My  lack  of  education  disables  me 
from  a clear  understanding  of  technicalities  in  the  book,  but  the 
gist  of  it  is  comprehended. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  15,  1999 

Note:  I rarely  seek  reviews  of  books  I read,  preferring  my  own 

reactions  to  them,  but  in  this  case  I located  a friendly  but  very 
critical  review  of  this  book  by  D.  J.  West  in  the  SPR  Journal  for 
March-April,  1948  (Vol.  XXXI V-#644-645 ) . West  feels  that  the 
cases  used  to  support  Ehrenwald’s  hypotheses  about  telepathy  are 
weak,  but  that  his  overall  views  may  be  substantiated  by  further 
research.  Ehrenwald  summarizes  Eileen  Garrett’s  autobiography 
acceptingly,  but  West  refers  to  Proceedings  SPR,  XLV.pp.  43-87  as 
being  less  sure  of  her  psychic  phenomena.  West’s  competence  in 
research  makes  his  opinion  better  than  mine,  and  his  review  is  4 
pages  long  of  close  print,  so  should  be  consulted. 
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Ehrlich,  Max 

The  Big  Eye;  Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubleday  & Gonuany,- 
Inc,  (1949, Ehrlich)  221p. 

Book  Club  Edition 

Better  Publications  of  Canada  Limited  (Popular  Library 
#273)  223p, 

Unusiial 'earthquakes  and  me  terological  phenomena  precede 
the  discovery  through  The  Big  Eye  (2o6-inch  telescope  at  Mt, 
Palomar)  of  a new  planet  approaching  the  earth  and  calculated 
to  collide  with  Earth  on  Christmas  Day,  1962.  The  western 
pov;ers  believe  these  phenomena  are  due  to  the  discovery  by 
the  Russians  of  new  forces,  since  instruments  are  thrown  out 
and  it  would  be  Impossible  to  rely  on  them,,  thus  causing 
v^recks  and  accidents. 

David  Hughes,  assistant  to  Dr.  Dawson,  head  of  the  T'!t. 
Palomar  Observatory,  is  sent  to  New  York  to  attend  a military 
conference,  and  finds  New  York  is  being  deserted  by  anyone 
who  can  get  transportation  away  from  the  City.  'Thile  he  is 
endeavoring  to  get  his  fiancee  to  accompany  him  back  to  Cali- 
•fornia , an  earthquake  shatters  the  Rlass  in  the  skyscrapers 
and  frightens  people  further;  he'  misses  the  conference  when 
ordered  to  return  to  Palomar  because  Dawson  has  suffered  a 
heart  attack  and  called  a conference  of  world-famous  astro- 
nomers. On  arrival  v^/ith  Carol,  the  news  of  the  invading  pla- 
net is  given  the  news  media  and  confirmed  by  the  astronomers. 

Paced  with  annihilation,  the  western  powers  an^  Russia 
both  disband  their  armed  forces;  there  are  sociological  dis- 
turbances, but  generally  there  is  a resigxcatlon  and  a desire 
to  make  the  last  days  peaceful  and  meaningful.  V7ork  is'a- 
bandoned,  excepting  for  essential  services  and  production; 
starvation  is  eliminated;  and  the  world  generally  achieves 
a Utopian  -calm. 

David,  Carol,  and  their  baby  spend  their  last  Christmas  , 
awaiting  the  cataclysm,  but  it  passes.  David  then  discovers 
among  Dawson^  s papers  a memorandimi  which  shows  that  Dawson 
knew  that  the  invading  planet  would  come  close  to  butmiss  the 
earth;  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the  other  a s tronoi-^ers  had 
perpetrated  a hoax  in  order  to  avoid  the  nuclear  war  which 
threakied  from  the  distrust  of  the  western  powers  and  Russia. 
He  keeps  Dawson’s  secret,  and  the  world  aeknowledmes  God^s 
intervention  in  bringing  the'  planet  to  upset  mistaken  values 
and  herald  the  new  dispensation. 

There  are  many  logical  andscienti fic  errors  in  this 
story,  but  it  must  have  been  very  popular  in  viev/  of  the  many 
copies  of  the  book  which  have  circulated.  Certainly  the  ideal' 
of  a changed  world  is  wanted  by  many,  and  this  is  propaganda 
for  such  a change,  I question  that  the  astronomers  would  have 
agreed  to  the  hoax;  or  that  the  U.  3.  Government  would  not 
have  checked  further  before  announcing  doom. 

London  and  New  York,  T.  V.  Boardman  <ic  Company  Ltd., 
(1954),  (#149)  192p. 


; 


/ 


\ 


. r 


I. 


1 


I 


Eighner,  Henry  M* 

, I 

Atlantean  Chronicles;  Alhambra,  California,  Fantasy 
Publishing  Company  (l97lj  Eichner) ; Illustrated  230p, 

Bound  in  buckram,  printed  on  a good  grade  of  paper,  and 
with  illustrative  maps. and  reproductions  of  book  and  magazine 
covers,  this  is  a sturdy  reference  book  which  should  provide 
years  of  use  as  a reference  work*  The  text,  outlining  the 
various  hypotheses  concerning  the  evidence  for  and  location  of 
the  ^*lost  continent'^  comprises  the  first  IBl  pages;  the  15th 
chapter,  comprising  82  pages,  lists  English  fiction  in  book  ‘ 
and  magazine  form  based  on  Platons  legend  of  Atlantis,  each 
book  summary  numbering  approximately  150  words  and  including  a 
few  based  on  Lemurian  legends,  and  Chapter  16  giving  seven 
pages  of  Foreign  Literature  devoted  to  the  subject.  In  addi- 
tion, a 5-page  Bibliography  of  non-fiction  titles  is  ^^iven, 
and  a Postscript  covering  publications  too  recent  to  have  been, 
included  in  the  text. 

Abounding  with  spelling,  grammar,  and  composition  errors 
v/hich  might  have  been  eliminated  by  greater  editorial  care, 
this  is  still  an  important  reference  work  on  its  subject. 

I.Iore  generally,  it  is  the  story  of  one  man’s  hobby:  the  search 
for  literature  on  Atlantis;  its  study  and  assim.ila  tion;,  and  the 
ultimate  belief  that  at  Bantorin  the  basis- for  the  legend  had 
been  found.  Not  a literary  man,  Eichner  was  a hobbyist  in  his 
subject,  and  this  book  is  an  informal  relation  of  his  enthusiasm 
for  it,  H Medical  Artist  by  profession,  he  was  consulted,  by 
lav/yers  and  insurance  companies  for  illustrative  drawings  of 
personal  injury  cases,  and  this  book  was  written . ovr-r  a period 
of  six  years  during  time  spared  from  a busy  life,  and  based  on 
a lifetime  of  reading  an  inquiry. 

Eichner  was  a convinced  proponent  of  the  reality  of  ^^tlan- 
tis,  and  his  enthusiasm  is  infectious.  For  the  non-scientif ic 
reader,  his  book'  provides  an  excellent  siLmnary  of  the  various 
hypotheses  regarding  .itlantis  and  Lem.uria.  For  the  fantesy  and 
science  fiction  reader,  it  is  a most  useful  guide  to  fiction  in 
book  and  magazine  form  based  on  the  legend. 
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Eisner,  Will 


-The  «?pirlt^s  Casebook  of  True  Haunted  Houses  and  Ghosts; 
Illustrated;  Tempo  Books  (#12531),  (1976,  Eisner)  160p. 

The  spelling,  proof-reading,  and  documentation  of  this 
book  which  re-tells  many  classic  instances  of  hauntings  are 
faulty,  but  I recall  having  read  at  lea^t  three  of  the  cases 
from  other  sources.  On  the  cover  is  an  indication  that  this 
is  the  first  of  a projected  series  of  books,  but  I have  not 
seen  others,  and  this  i®  the  only  copy  of  the  book  I have 
seen. 

The  carelessness  is  exampled  by  the "following  instances; 

Page  74:  ”Weir  Mitchell,  M.D.”  should  be  Weir 
Mitchell,  M.D.”  Mitchell  wrote  several  books,  novels  as  well 
as  non-fiction,  and  A.  Merritt  knew  him  personally  and  was 
influenced  by  him. 

Page  78;  ”The  Journal  of  Psychical  Research”  should  be 
”The  Journal  of  the  *=?ociety  for  Psychical  Research”. 

Page  114;  ”reknowned”  should  be  "renowned”.  There  are 
far  too  many  misspellings- 

Overall,  however,  this  book  may  be  useful  in  influencing 
people  unacquainted  with  the  literature  of  psychic  phenomena 
to  pursue  research  for  themselves.  It  indicates  a sincere 
interest  on  the  part  of  the  artist  in  the  subject. 
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Elbert,  joyoe 


The  Crazy  Ladies;  Signet  Books  (First  Printing,  Janu- 
ary, 1970)  (The  New  American  Library,  Inc.)  477p, 

On  the  cover  is  the  following  quote;  ’’The  First  Heally 
Great  Dirty  Book^’ ...  Cosmopolitan. 

This  is  a women’s  book,  going  into  great  detail  regar- 
ding the  family  and  sex-lives  of  four  women  who  appear  very 
seldom  able  to  think  outside  their  desire  for  men  and  family 
life..  How  they  could  find  time  to  attend  to  ,iobs  or  their 
families  in  view  of  their  romantic  involvements  is  not  clear; 
how  they  found  time  to ^do  much  sleeping  is  even  less  apparent. 

The  most  amusing  of  the  women  is  Simone,  a fun-fur  m*odel 
who  is  unable  to  achieve  orgasm  and  is  continually  and  vainly 
in  search  of  one,  A compulsive  buyer,  she  is  alv/ays  in  debt; 
her  lack  of  reticence  is  always  getting  her  into  trouble  with 
her  friends;  her  lovers  are  kinky. 

These  girls  are  all  interesting,  but  only  for  themselves 
and  their  sex  adventures,  which  are  expressed  in  language 
usually  reserved  for  psychoanalytic  case-histories  and  dic- 
tionaries of  slang.  There  appears  to  be  no  overall  aim  in 
the  book  but  to  depict  the  total  breakdown  of  old-fashioned 
sex-morality,  and  the  hedonistic  search  for  sensation  without 
regard  to  any  permanent  values  in  life, 

lif  there  are  in  real  life  any  such  social  circles,  even 
in  small  groups,  then  the  need  to  find  worthv/hile  aims  in  life 
is  imperative.  In  many  ways,  hov/ever,  this  novel  reads  like  a 
spoof;  how  individuals  whose  feelings  and  emotions  are  in,5ured 
by  one  another  to  the  extent  indicated  by  many  episodes  could 
enter  into  intimate  relations  as  a group  baffles  my  comprehen- 
sion. 


Elder,  Jo^ieph  (Editor) 


Anthology 


Ero<^  in  Orbit:  A Colleotlon  of  All  New  "Science  Fiction 
'^toriec?  About  '^ex;  Pocket  Booke;  (#77720),  (1973,  Editor), 
(2nd  Ptg.,  March,  1974)  ""  176p. 

Conten tw 


Preface 

1.  2.46593 

2.  Lovemaker 

3.  Clone  '^iciter 

4.  Whi«!tler 

5.  In  the  Group 

6.  Flowering  Narciqqu?? 

7.  Kiddy-Lib 

8.  Don  <^lovt/  and  Hiq  Electric 

Ge  t te  r 

9.  Up<^  and'Downs 

10.  ^tarcro?5<qed 

Ellen  Moore  asked  me  for 
to  find  it  in  my  collection. 
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Edward  Bryant  11 

Gordon  Eklund  20 

Pamela  '^argent  38 

Ron  Goulart  63 

Robert  '^ilverberg  82 

Thomae;  N.  ^cortia  100 

Jon  '^topa  114 

Girl 

Thomas  Brand  143 

Barry  N.  Malzberg  157 

George  Zebrowski  170 


this  book,  and  I was  surprised 


(1)  and  (2)^are  about  c^pace  travelers  and  their  c?exual 
desires.  (2)  mistake  in  preceding  cjentence.  It  really 
about  the  first  day  on  film  of  a girl  who  mu^-t  portray  c-ex 
passion  with  an  idolized  male  star,  and  her  rejection  by  him~ 
in  favor  of  hie?  own  mirror  image.  (3)  ie-  about  four  brothers 
and  their  c^ister,  clones,  who  dic?cover  that  only  incee?tuoue? 
love  satisfies  them  becauc?e  only  donee?  can  fully  understand 
each  other.  (4)  is  about  an  android  programmed  to  be  a per- 
fect lover  and  is  used  by  its  owner  to  make  a fortune,  but  is 
threatened  by  an  implanted  bomb,  which  the  owner  allows  to 
remain  when  he  diocovers  that  hie?  intended  bride  ie?  using  the 
android  for  pre-marital  practice.  (5)  tells  of  electronically 
programmed  group  e?ex,  which  is  die?turbed  when  a male  member  of 
the  group  wishes  to  ee?tablie?h  a monogamous  rela  tion^^hip  with  a 
girl  of  the  group.  (6)  A biker  placed  in  c.uc?pended  animation 
waken e?  to  find  himself  the  lac>t  human  being  ald)ve,  and  under 
the  protection  of  an  android.  He  believec?  they  have  found  a 
woman  for  him,  but  qhe  turns  out  to  be  an  android,  also.  (7) 
people  become  used  to  violence  as  the  standard  of  pornography 
and  give  in  to  the  demands  of  children  that  they  be  allowed  to 
view  sexually  explicit  programs  and  perform  sex  themselves  in 
an  open  manner.  (8)  Thinking  to  invent  a death-ray,  a stupid 
male  discovers  that  the  ray  is  an  aphrodisiac.  (9)  and  (lO) 
are  about  the  sex  problems  of  lonely  space  travellers. 

(3),  (4),  and  (5)  are  probably  the  best  stories  in  this 
volume,  but  I admit  I may  not  have  grasped  the  significance  of 
a few  of  these  stories. 
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Eldridge,  Edward  H.  (A.M.) 


Hypnotism:  Its  uses  and  abuses,  together  with  full  and  com 
plete  directions  showing  how  any  one  can  learn  to  hy pno t i ze 1 9 7 p . 

This  book  published  in  Philadelphia  by  The  Penn  Publishing 
Company  in  1903  is  a very  good  handbook  with  material  different 
from  other  early  books.  It  lacks  an  index  but  is  a good  refer- 


ence  . 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 

May  14,  2002 
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Elg,  Stefan 

Beyond  Belief;  New  York,  Tower  Publications,  Inc.  (#7514) 
(1967,  1970,  Author)  (#43-762),  (1967)  155p. 

Poorly  printed  and  edited,  this  is  a book  re -telling  the 
more  sensational  cases  in  psychical  and  occult  literature,  no 
credit  being  given  in  many  cases  to  the  original  sources. 

The  ease  of  Mollie  Fancher  is  told  .at  some  length,  and  is 
probably  the  main. reason  for  keeping  this  book  for  reference. 

Lady  Beresford’s  case  is  told  at  length,  also,  with  some 
material  v/hich  I do  not  recall  from  Lord  Halifax's  Ghost  Book, 

On  the  whole,  this  is  a popular  introduction  to  occult 
and  psychic  lore. 


llgart^  J,  M 


Over  "lexteen  #2;  Illustrated;  New  York,  signet  Books 
(#T2961),  (1953,  author)  176p. 

Mainly  ^okes  and  illustrations  of  a bawdy  nature,  this 
volume  has  some  good  humor,  but  is  not  as  good  as  the  two 
hardcover  volumes  I read  previously.  It  is  amusing,  however, 
and  it  is  possible  that  there  was  no  Canadian  printing,  so 
this  copy  may  be  quite  scarce  in  Canada. 

Merely  pastime  entertainment,  of  no  permanent  value. 


.->!oo8  well  ; bei  ei-X  nrll  J ;S\  noBtxer 

• (lOilvtus;  , (IdeST%) 

fid'  ^ 9''^';;,rd' SA  - s *to  ^no B'l^t  j^yli x bnB  p9:;^o^,  v^InisM 
ovvd  9ii^  rB  f)oop.  ctoH'  ifcf  ^Tomfiff  boo^  omop  p erf  smulov 
^TBrsrorf  p1  :fl  . I^r,rox vbtct  b-sei  I pe>mi/Iov  -lovoob'r bjcI 

op'-  , ■oniinX'ia  aBxbeasD  on  pbvi  et  sriX  ■ d*  arii  sldippoq  'pi  bne 

..  B b Bn bC  n x eoi  bop  e >f  1 r p © d ern  v a oo  p x li d 

. 0 r;  I.  Bv  ^ n e n ein  x © a on  Jo  ,:f  n &m  a r b >t  re  :t  ns  1 ;t  r sn  le  t eH 


Ellen,  Arthur  (with  Dean  Jennings) 

The  Intimate  Casebook  of  a Hypnotist;  Foreword  by  David 
B.  Cheek,  M.D.;  New  York,  The  New  American  Library;  (1968, 
Authors)  171p. 

Ellen  hypnotized  about  150,000  people,  many  of  them  famous 
like  Tony  Curtis  and  Johnny  Mathis.  He  deplores  the  neglect  of 
hypnosis  by  physicians,  was  apparently  uninterested  in  the  more 
supernormal  phenomena  and  used  it  for  curative  purposes.  This 
book,  I believe,  was  reprinted  in  paperback,  so  may  have  had  a 
more  beneficial  influence  than  some  more  important  books. 

These  three  casebooks  by  practitioners  are  essential  ref- 
erences; all  indicate  that  quick  results  are  obtainable  without 
the  use  of  psychoanalysis. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  19,  2000 

Note:  New  York,  New  American  Library  (Signet  #P3725),  (November, 

1968;  Second  Ptg.  June,  1969)  127p. 
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Ellenberger,  Henri  F. 

The  Discovery  of  the  Unconscious:  The  History  and  Evolution 
of  Dynamic  Psychiatry;  New  York,  Basic  Books,  Inc.  ( 1 970 , author ) 
Notes,  Illustrations,  Names  and  Subject  Indexes  932p. 

The  result  of  ten  years  of  research,  this  huge  volume  is  an 
essential  reference  to  the  history  and  individuals  contributing 
to  exploration  of  the  unconscious  mind.  The  author  insists  that 
each  important  advance  in  the  knowledge  must  be  considered  in  re- 
lation to  the  world  situation  which  influenced  thinking. 

The  author  rarely  imposes  his  personal  opinions  and  treats 
his  subject  as  a reporter.  His  outline  of  world  events  is  kept 
to  a minimum,  but  his  detailed  biographies  of  important  figures 
take  the  voulume  beyond  mere  history. 

The  photographic  illustrations  are  of  interest  because  they 
portray  early  pioneers,  many  long  forgotten  by  all  but  students. 

Although  I spent  much  time  for  about  three  weeks  carefully 
reading  this  book,  I understood  probably  only  two-thirds  of  it. 

I am  not  technically  educated  and  the  jargon  of  psychotherapy  is 
meant  for  practitioners. 

For  the  non-specialist  I would  recommend  this  volume  as  a 
reference  book  rather  than  for  reading  it  as  I did.  Some  of  the 
facts  mentioned  support  parapsychological  findings. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  19,  1999 
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Ellin,  Stanley 


The  Bind;Dell  Publishing  Company,  Inc.,  New  York,  (#750) 
(June,  1971),  (1970,  author)  347p. 

Financing  his  own  investigation  of  an  apparent  suicide  for 
an  insurance  company  with  the  prospect  of  a large  reward  for  any 
saving  if  the  company  could  deny  liability,  Dekker  discovers  that 
Cuba  and  the  war  with  Germany  are  involved  and  that  his  own  life 
is  threatened.  He  hires  a beautiful  husbandless  girl  to  pose  as 
his  wife  and  falls  in  love  with  her.  She  accepts  $3000  as  her  fee 
because  she  must  support  her  child,  but  is  endangered  and  must 
also  accept  that  the  investigator  sleeps  with  other  women  as  a 
part  of  his  job  to  obtain  information. 

The  author  presents  a complicated  plot  expertly,  but  leaves 
the  conclusion  of  this  novel  unsatisfactory.  It  is  an  interesting 
read,  however,  and  instructive  about  being  a private  eye. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
October  30,  2002 
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Ellin,  Stanley 


The  Eighth  Circle;  New  York,  Dell  Publishing  Co.,  Inc. 
(August,  1964),  (1958,  Ellin)  255p. 

This  is  an  excellent  private  eye  novel.  Kirk  takes  over 
from  his  boss  Conmy  when  the  latter  dies,  expands  the  agency  to 
a point  where  he  needs  additional  staff,  but  depends  on  his 
office  manager,  a dedicated  woman,  to  organize  everything.  He 
is  asked  by  a beautiful  blue-eyed  girl  to  investigate  and  clear 
of  suspicion  of  grafting  her  fiance  and  cooperate  with  a smart 
lawyer  who  has  just  begun  operating  as  a criminal  lawyer  after 
leaving  his  father’s  civil  firm. 

Kirk  discovers  that  the  fiance  has  been  carrying  on  a sexual 
affair  with  a promiscuous  married  woman  whose  older  husband  has 
no  objection.  He  learns  also  that  his  client  had  been  sexually 
attacked  while  in  school  by  two  students,  but  rescued  by  her  fi- 
ance; she  retains  her  verginity,  or  rather  her  abstinence,  only 
because  of  the  illicit  affair  of  her  fiance.  Despite  evidence  of 
graft,  Kirk  discovers  that  the  fiance  has  been  framed  by  a super 
grafter,  whose  wife  saves  him  from  discovery  by  running  down  and 
killing  an  accountant  who  could  expose  her  husband. 

Winner  of  the  Edgar  Allan  Poe  Award,  this  novel  deserved 
recognition.  Ellin  builds  a good  story. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
September  3,  2002 
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Ellin, 


Stanley 


The  Eighth  Circle;  Nev;  York,  Random  House 
Ellin) 

This  is  an  excellent  mystery  story  about 
into  a detective  agency  and  becomes  itvS  owner 
head  dies.  A beautiful  girl  engaged  to  a New 
to  clear  the  cop  of  a graft  charge;  believing 
hopes  of  his  conviction,  Kirk  investigates  in 
chance  to  acquire  the  girl. 


, Inc.,  (1958, 

210p. 

a lawyer  who  goes 
when  the  former 
York  cop  hires  him 
him  guilty  and  in 
order  to  have  a 


A masochistic  girl  v;ho  has  married  a womanizer  for  his  money 
but  divorced  him  after  seeing  him  with  a woman  is  consoled  by 
Kirk  and  becomes  attached  to  him  and  warns  him  agaibnst  falling  in 
love  X'/ith  the  beautiful  but  frigid  girl.  Kirk  discovers  that  the 
girl  had  escaped  an  attempted  rape  while  in  high  school,  saved  by 
the  cop,  a childhood  friend,  but  afraid  of  sex  because  of  the  at- 
tac’c.  She  X7ill  believe  nothing  against  the  cop,  and  sticks  by  her 
engagement  even  after  Kirk  introduces  her  to  a married  x/oraan  x/ho 
has  satisfied  the  cop's  sex  urges  in  return  for  a promise  of  mar- 
riage. 


Kirk  discovers  that  the  cop  had  been  framed  by  a betting 
bookmaker,  obtains  the  evidence  by  burglarizing  a gangster's  home 
and  clears  the  cop  by  providing  the  D.A.  x;ith  the  evidence.  The 
girl  is  told  by  Kirk  that  she  is  x/arped  sexually,  and  agrees  x/hen 
he  explains  x/hy,  falling  in  love  X7ith  him  at  last. 


Ellin's  portrayal  of  the  detective  agency  and  the  role  of  a 
private  detective  in  modern  society  end  X'Zith  Kirk  selling  the  agency 
and  going  into  lax-7  partnership  X7ith  the  cop's  lax/yer,  xfhose  young 
daughter  plays  a minor  role  in  solving  the  mystery. 


Ellin's  viex;  of  society  is  pretty  nearly  that  of  Hammett  and 
Chandler.  Ellin  is  more  sexually  explicit,  but  this  may  be  because 
publishing  standards  and  censorship  have  been  relaxed  since  their 
day  and  the  pulp  era  they  entertained. 


This  book 


is  excellently  plotted  and  concisely  x/ritten. 
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Ellin,  Stanley 


Mirror  Mirror  on  the  Wall;  New  York,  Dell  Publishing  Co., 

Inc.  (August,  1975;  (1972,  author)  139p. 

Told  in  the  first  person  by  Peter  Hibben,  this  almost  porno- 
graphic novel  portrays  the  sex  life  of  a transvestite  who  tries 
to  conceal  his  deviance  from  his  15  year  old  son  whom  he  loves  but 
ends  up  killing  a prostitute  when  the  son  discovers  the  truth.  I 
found  the  ending  of  the  story  unsatisfactory  and  this  novel  poor 
by  comparison  with  two  others  of  his  books. 

Whether  the  publishing  world  includes  people  like  the  protag- 
onist in  this  novel  who  must  accept  sensational  writing  to  finance 
better  material  which  is  unprofitable,  I do  not  know.  However,  I 
know  that  there  are  good  and  bad  publishers,  and  am  pleased  that  I 
decided  against  writing  for  a living. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
October  30,  2002 
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Ellin,  Stanley 


Mirror  Mirror  on  the  Wall;  New  York,  Random  House  (1972, 
Ellin)  179p. 

The  high  reputation  of  this  i/riter  is  not  likely  to  be 
enhanced  by  this  unpleasant  novel, 

Peter  Hibben  is  a publisher’s  agent  x^hose  duties  involve 
travelling  often  to  London  and  occasionally  to  Europe  to  sign  up 
x/riters.  He  is  divorced  because  although  he  has  a 15-year-old 
son,  he  has  been  a x/omanizer  and  in  middle  age  a transvestite. 

He  loves  his  son  better  than  his  x-zife,  and  dreads  any  disclosure 
to  the  boy  of  his  perversion. 

His  x^/ife  marries  Peter’s  lav/yer,  xzhom  he  hates  because  the 
lax/yer’s  penis  is  larger  than  his  ox-zn  and  the  laxzyer  openly  has 
boasted  that  his  v/ife  gets  grevUter  satisfaction  from  her  nevz 
husband  than  she  ever  did  from  Peter.  Peter  acknoxzledges  that 
because  he  had  patronized  prostitutes  he  had  problems  sexually 
X'Zith  his  vzife;  and  he  xzas  further  handmcapped  because  his  father 
had  also  been  a x-zomanizer,  and  Peter  had  been  strongly  attracted 
as  a boy  to  one  of  his  father’s  lights-o ’ -lo ve , compulsively  so, 
since  he  imitated  her  as  a transvestite.  A body  is  found  in 
Peter’s  apartment,  and  his  family  and  connections  blame  him  and 
hold  a subjective  trial  accusing  him  throughout.  He  has  had  in 
Denmark  a relationship  vzith  his  father’s  companion,  imitates  her 
and  the  body  found  is  Peter’s  ox>zn , in  her  accouterments.  The 
surprise  ending  is  likely  the  main  purpose  of  xzriting  this  short 
tour-de-force. 

The  sexual  allusions  throughout  this  novel  are  in  language 
raXiZ  and  explicit.  As  a study  in  perversion,  tiie  novel  may  have 
value,  but  I am  not  qualified  to  appraise  it.  If  this  xzorld  is 
occupied  by  characters  portrayed  here,  I’m  glad  I knoxz  fexz  people. 

The  book  held  my  attention,  and  since  it  is  said  to  be  a de- 
parture from  the  xzriter’s  usual  xzork,  I may  read  others  of  his 
novels  and  stories. 


David  DeLeeuw  Delivers 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed 

100%  Satisfaction  or  My  Commission  Back 


When  it  comes  to  buying  or  selling  real  estate,  lots  of 
agents  will  promise  you  the  world.  Unfortunately,  you 
do  not  know  if  they  can  deliver  on  those  promises  until 
the  transaction  is  over.  That's  why  David  DeLeeuw 
stands  behind  his  promises  with  SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED  that  says  - in  writing  if,  for  any  reason, 
you  don't  feel  David  has  earned  his  commission  as  your 
real  estate  professional,  he  will  give  it  back  to  you.  No 
hassles,  no  loopholes,  simply  SATISFACTION  GUAR- 
ANTEED. Before  you  buy  or  sell  your  next  home  don't 
you  owe  it  to  yourself  to  at  least  find 
out  more  about  David’s  real  estate 
sewice!  Call  David  today  and  ask  for 
a copy  of  his  SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED  program  that  intro- 
duces you  to  David  and  highlights 
what  he  can  do  for  you.  Call  Today. 

You'll  be  glad  you  did,  it's  guaran- 
teed. 


^^Banfield 

^^Mac^u^ane 

^DeLeeuw 

REAL  ESTATE 


(204)475-8390 
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Ellin,  Stanley 


Stronghold;;  New  York,  Random  House;  (1974,  Ellin)  322p. 

A psychopathic  killer  and  three  goons  under  his  control  are 
seeking  to  hold  the  women  of  his  former  employer  as  hostages  for 
a ransom  of  four  million  dollars.  His  employer  is  a peaceful 
Quaker  who  decides  not  to  resist,  thus  thwarting  the  demands  of 
the  crooks . 

The  story  is  suspenseful  and  occasionally  brutal,  involving 
several  murders  of  minor  characters,  but  the  good  guys  win  out. 

I doubt  that  I would  wish  to  re-read  this  book,  so  will 
give  it  to  Borys . 


Functional  Priorities 


1. 

Branch  Retail 

2. 

Branch  Administration 

3. 

Cage 

4. 

Special  Products 

5. 

Comp] i ance 

6. 

Management/Bonds 

Debt  Instrument  (Bond) 

7. 

Institutional  Trading 

Trading  (Stocks) 

The  7uleiitine  Estate;  New  E’ork,  '.-(axidon  House  (1968)  274i: 

■ Chris  Monte,  a ohampion  tennis  player  with  a ginny  knee, 
has  taken  to  teaehing  the  gane  in  Miami,  but  is  subject  to 
periodic  drinking  and  absences,  from  work  because  of  his  being 
unable  to  accept  calmly  his  chaxUge  of  fortune. 

xi  mousy,  girl,  secretary  'to  a real  estate  man  of  dour 
personality  but  th  a nyrriphonan-iacal , or  at  least  promiscuous 
daughter,  is  alle.ged  to  be  heiress  to  a million-dollar  estct.-^e, 
on  condition  thut  she  be  iiarried  before  the  vMll  is  probated. 
x».n  nnglish  lawyer-  visits  Miami  to, arrange  mat'^.ers. 

Chris  has  been  dreaming  of  what  he-  would  do  with  $50,000. 
and  is  offered  that  amount  to  marry  the  girl,  the  marriage  to 
be  dissolved  later.  Beneath  her  repressed  appearance  is  a 
passionate  and  lovely  girl,  as  he  learns  when  consumTia  ting  the 
marriage. 

^i-lmast  from  the  first,  Chris  is  involved  with  the  police, 
with  a ^se'^cret  organization  which  keeps  bin  unler  surveillance, 
and  with  people  connected  with  the  estate  which  seem  bent  on 
killing  him.  By  constant  vigilance  and  '«^uick  thinl'ing,  he  is 
able  to  thwa rt  the , various  .plots , finally  learning  the  truth 
that  he  is  the  son  of  Valentine,  heir  to  ^-.he  estate,  and  that 
the  real  scheme  was  to  kill  him  so  that  the  e3‘*‘a te  w c^Md  -''O  to 
the  girl,  and  subae^iue ntly  to  her  boss,- whose  apparent  wealth, 
’was  illusory. 

Like  most  complicated  plots,  this  novel  borders  on  the 
impossible,  but  the  action  is  swift,  the  characters  in'^erostin 
and  the  s tory. compe ten tly  written.  It  is  good  pastime,  hut  of 
ho  .reference  value . 

My  attention  was  drawn  to  Ellin  by  Long  aparkes,  so  I wil 
let  him  have  the  book  if  he  does  not  already  ovn  a cory. 
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Elliott,  Charles  Wyllys 


Mysteries;  or.  Glimpses  of  the  Supernatural,  containing 
accounts  of  the  Salem  witchcraft — the  Cock  Lane  Ghost — the 
Rochester  rappings — the  Stratford  Mysteries — oracles — astro- 
logy— dreams — demons — ghosts — spectres,  &C,  &C;  New  York, 

Harper  & Brothers,  1852  (1852,  Publishers)  273p. 

This  book  is  very  well  researched  and  mainly  sceptical,  a 
cautionary  volume  so  soon  after  the  Fox  sisters  sittings.  The 
author  did  some  corresponding  personally  which  provided  him  with 
information  not  otherwise  made  public  apart  from  his  book. 

This  book  is  an  important  reference,  dismissing  most  of  the 
so-called  occult  sciences  and  concentrating  on  the  psychic. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
February  13,  2000 
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Elliott,  H.  Chandler 

Reprieve  from  Paradise;  New  York,  Gnome  Pre<^=f,  Inc., 
(1955,  author)  256p, 

I have  thiq  book  e,orted  into  my  Canadian  science  fic- 
tion, but  I do  not  know  where  I obtained  information  that 
the  author  iq  Canadian;  Colombo ’q  book  doeq  not  mention  it. 

The  blurb  of  the  duq  t ^-jacket  deqcribec;  thio  novel  well. 
It  failed  to  graqp  my  attention,  and  the  qignifieance  of  it 
did  not  regi ester  aq  I read  it.  Although  well  written,  it 
qeemed  vague  and  not  ejuf f iciently  graphic  to  awaken  my  ima- 
gination; the  characterq  lacked  immediacy  and  depth,  and  my 
emotionq  were  not  arouqed. 

Background  of  Antarctica  and  Atlantic!  are  uc-ed  but  not 
made  relevant  to  the  future  where  the  aim  iq  to  increaqe  the 
population  and  to  provide  quqtenance;  mindleqq  people  are 
governed  through  meanq  which  qugge^st  1984 . 

I qhould  watch  for  a review  which  might  enlighten  me  on 
the  value  of  thiq  novel,  but  at  preqent  it  iq  of  little  c-ig- 
nificance  to  me. 


PRIMO  PIZZA 

3FOR1 


TOPPINGS: 

1.  CHEESE 

2.  MUSHROOMS 

3.  PEPPERONI 

4.  BACON 

5.  SALAMI 

6.  GREEN  PEPPER 

7.  ONIONS 

8.  BEEF 

9.  TOMATOES 

10.  OLIVES 

11.  ANCHOVIES 

12.  HAM 

13.  SHRIMP 

14.  PINEAPPLE 

15.  ITALIAN  SAUSAGE 


3 FOR  1 LOW  PRICE 


Regular  Cheese 3.99 

Extra  T oppings 1 .00 

1 

Large  Cheese .'.  6.99 

Extra  Toppings 1.50 

Primo  Specials 


2.99  1.99  = 


4.99  3.99 


Meaty  Deliaht Reg.  6.99  3.99 

Pepperoni,  Ham, "Calami, 

Mushrooms,  Onions,  & Bacon  ....  LQ.  12.99  6.99 

AllVegi Reg-  6.99  3.99 

Mushrooms,  Pineapple,  Green 

Peppers,  Onions,  Tomatoes  & Olives  LQ.  12.99  6.99 


1.99 

3.99 

1.99 

3.99 


8.97 

15.97 


12.97 

23.97 

12.97 

23.97 


Salads 

Italian 4.99 

Greek 4.99 

Caesar. 4.99 

Tossed 4.99 


NOW  OPEN 
FOR  LUNCH 


ONE  REGULAR,  TWO 
TOPPING  PIZZA 


Extras 

Assorted  Chips 90$ 

Cigarettes 6.00 


L 453-7213  . 

fPRIMOl 

^PIZZA^ 


Drinks 

Coke,  Diet  Coke 1 .00 

Sprite,  Diet  Sprite 1 .00 

Root  Beer,  C Plus 1 .00 

Orange  or  Apple  Juice ...  1 .00 


453-721 3 

720  Corydon  Avenue 


ONE  REGULAR,  TWO 
TOPPING  PIZZA 


FOR  ONLY 


$499 


Offer  may  expire  without  notice 
Coupon  valid  only  at  lunch  time 


BUSINESS  HOURS; 

Mon.-Thurs.  10  a.m.  - 1 a.m. 
Fri.  10  a.m. -3  a.m. 

Sat.  3 p.m.  -3  a.m. 

Sun.  3 p.m.  - 1 a.m. 

• $1 .00  delivery  charge  on 

all  orders 

• Please  place  lunch  time 
orders  one  hour  in  advance 


FOR  ONLY 


$499 


Offer  may  expire  without  notice 
Coupon  valid  only  at  lunch  time 
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Elliott,  David  W. 


Listen  to  the  'Silence;  New  York,  Chicago,  Can  Francis- 
co, Holt,  Rinehart  and  Winston  (1969,  Author),  (2rd  print- 
ing, October,  1969)  279p. 

Told  in  the  first  person  by  a 14-year-old  boy,  this  is 
an  autobiographical  novel  depicting  the  trials  and  tribula- 
tions of  an  orphan  passed  from  one  to  another  of  relatives 
and  homes  until  he  has  a mental  breakdown  from  the  death  of 
his  only  friend,  and  his  life  in  a sanitarium. 

His  encounters  with  vegetables,  violently  insane,  sex- 
starved  and  perverted  people  of  all  ap'es,  make  this  book  a 
depressing  portrayal  of  institutional  living,  and  of  the 
social  system  responsible.  The  desire  to  be  wanted  and  to 
have  hope  of  a better  life  is  the  only  factor  ¥/hich  makes 
life  v/orth  living;  and  fear  is  a constant  depressant. 


A reading  experience. 


TheMoneyletter 


® 


- 6 - 


So  please  keep  in  mind,  you  really  do  have  nothing  to  lose  by 
subscribing  to  The  MoneyLetter.  If  The  MoneyLetter  doesn’t  help  you 
make  money,  it  doesn^t  cost  you  a cent.  For  goodness  sake,  what  could 
possibly  stop  you  from  trying  it  out! 

Frankly,  I would  appreciate  the  favor  of  a reply  even  if  you  decide  not 
to  subscribe.  (No  sense  or  gain  for  either  of  us  in  beating  the 
proverbial  dead  horse.) 

I will  make  you  this  promise.  If  you  do  subscribe  to  The  MoneyLetter, 
you  will  stand  a much,  much  better  chance  of  making  the  money  you 
really  need  to  see  you  through  to  your  heart’s  content. 

As  I said,  that’s  a promise. 

I wouldn’t  make  it  if  we  couldn’t  keep  it. 

Yours  sincerely. 


r 


Hugh  R.  Furneaux 
President 

HRF : r j 


P.S.  Our  guarantee  has  been  called  so  cocksure,  it  is  tantamount 
to  an  invitation  to  steal.  Actually,  we  think  it  only  fair 
and  reasonable.  We  help  you  win  — or  we  lose.  We  wouldn’t 
want  it  any  other  way. 


Elliott,  Da'vld  W, 

Piece?^  of  Night:  A Novel  of  Childhood;  New  York/Chicago 
/•Ian  Francij^co,  Holt,  Rinehart  and  Win^-ton  (1973,  author)  228p. 

I purchased  thi^^  novel  only  becauqe  I had  read  the  author’ 
fir«5t  novel  Lighten  to  the  silence  and  remembered  that  it  dealt 
with  mental  illne<^s  and  abnormal,  deprived  childhood. 

Thiq  novel  covers  the  earlier  period,  mainly  up  to  the  age 
of  ten.  Following  the  death  of  hiq  father  and  the  abandonment 
of  his  alcoholic  and  probably  prostitute  mother,  the  boy  is 
brought  up  by  s everal  foster  parents,  t©o  ill  or  eccentric  to 
guage  his  illness,  and  with  dependents  almo^jt  as  helple^js  as 
the  boy.  'buffering  from  mental  illness  and  from  asthma,  from 
fear  and  ignorance,  he  is  occasionally  admitted  to  mental  in- 
stitutions where  he  encounters  sexual  activitjfy  which  seems  to 
be  the  main  interest  when  tobacco  or  drink  are  unobtainable. 

Although  clearly  written,  many  pa=!sages  are  obscure,  pos- 
sibly because  they  were  never  at  the  tire  understood  by  the 
boy  himself.  He  appears  to  have  suffered  not  only  from  psychic 
but  from  actual  physical  deafness;  had  hallucina tionc-  of  sight 
and  perspective;  had  a rapport  with  an  old  invalid  woman  whose 
only  companion  he  was  at  times. 

The  reader  must  experience  compassion  for  the  boy’s  suf- 
ferings and  disabilities,  and  tolerance  for  his  transires c-ions 
against  society’s  rules  and  regulations. 

In  maturity,  the  author  must  have  learned  to  overcome  his 
mental  and  physical  disabilities;  his  prose  is  often  poetic. 
Told  in  narrative,  rather  than  dramatic  form,  it  is  a groping 
after  half-forgotten  memories  of  childhood.  He  was  apparently 
ten  years  old  at  some  time  during  the  second  world  war. 

Possibly  added  tolerance  and  sadness  are  the  reader’s 
consequences  from  reading  this  novel. 
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Elliott,  The  Rev.  Canon  Spencer  H.,  Vicar  of  Bolton 

The  Romance  of  Death;  London,  Society  for  Promoting  Chris- 
tian Knowledge,  (1931  79p. 

Based  mainly  on  the  Resurrection,  the  author  accepts  the 
changes  in  science  resulting  from  Einstein,  psychical  research 
but  concludes  by  offering  the  Bible  and  Bunyan’s  Pilgrim  * s 
Progress  as  indicating  survival  of  human  personality. 

There  is  little  in  this  book  which  has  not  been  covered  in 
more  detail  in  other  books.  This  note  is  merely  to  indicate  his 
acceptance  of  telepathy. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
September  3,  2002 
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Ellis,  Edward  3. 

Low  T^.velve:  Tiieir  Deeds  Ye  Shall  Know  Them'’;  A 

Series  of  Striking  and  Truthful  Inei dents  illustrative  of  the 
fidelity  of  Eree  Ila-sons  to  one  another  in  times  of  distress 
and  danger;  Nev/  York,  Maooy  Publishing  and  Yasonic  Supply  Co, 
1920,  (1907,  E,  H,  Niglutsch) ; Illustrated  247p, 

These  are  factual  narratives,  some,  by  the  author,  others 
by  fellow  Eree-Hasons , ranging  from  a'  white  man  with  (leronimo 
to  the  '.Yilliam  Morgan,  disappearance , but  mainly  about  incidents 
which  occurred  during  the  American  Civil  War, 

It  appears  from  these  that  Free  Masons  will  often  place 
their  Brotherhood  ahead  of  their  patriotic  duty,  as,  for  in^ 
stance,  a Union  officer  freeing  a Confederate  prisoner.  Also, 
a soldier  of  fortune  who  was  a munitions  supplier  striving  to 
accomodate  the  highest  bidder  is  praised  rather  for  his  being 
a Free  Mason  than  for  his  ethics  in  personal  conduct.  And  as 
the  special  good  of  the  Brotherhood  is  placed  above  the  general 
good  of  the  country  or  the  community,  and  as  benevolence  and 
charity  are  dispensed  in  the  same  manner,  it  must  be  concluded 
that  the  Brotherhood  dictates  special  obligations  which  must 
take  precedence  ahead  of  the  general  aims  of  Christianity,' 


\ 
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"Ellis,  Jack"  (Stephen  R.  George) 


Nightlife;  New  York,  Zebra  Books  (#5404);  (1996,  author) 

379p. 

This  vampire  novel  portrays  an  unusual  monster  who  has  lived 
for  two  hundred  years  under  various  human  identities  without  de- 
tection because  he  preys  only  on  the  outcasts  of  society  who  will 
not  be  missed  or  whose  absence  will  not  receive  police  investiga- 
tion. 


A group  of  such  outcasts  in  Minneapolis  lose  a friend  to  the 
fiend  and  determine  that  they  will  fight  him  and  expose  him.  The 
publisher  of  a news  sheet  who  has  suspected  the  killer  from  twenty 
years  past  organizes  them. 

The  fiend  is  no  secret  to  the  reader  because  the  author  tries 
to  portray  him  openly  as  he  does  the  other  characters.  The  action 
of  the  story  takes  place  in  the  slum  district  except  when  the  fiend 
is  in  his  palatial  surroundings  as  a wealthy  securities  investment 
advisor . 

The  vampire’s  powers  are  so  extensive  that  he  creates  terror 
by  controlling  not  only  minds  but  birds  and  beasts,  yet  he  lives 
in  fear  of  exposure  by  the  outcasts. 

The  sordid  lives  of  the  outcasts  are  ennobled  by  their  fight 
and  their  efforts  to  help  one  another  which  lead  to  respect  and 
close  personal  relationships. 

The  element  of  fantasy  is  strong  in  this  horror  novel,  which 
goes  beyond  the  usual  folklore  of  vampires. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
February  11,  1997 
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"Ellis,  Jack"  (Stephen  R.  George) 


Seeing  Eye;  New  York,  Zebra  Books  (#5077);  (1995,  author) 

415p. 

Eyes  destroyed  by  an  accidental  explosion,  Campbell  Knight 
is  coupled  to  a dog  and  is  able  to  see  through  the  dog’s  eyes. 
This  develops  into  telepathic  communication  with  another  dog  of 
the  same  litter  whose  mistress  is  the  insane  kidnaper  and  killer 
of  children. 

One  of  the  early  scenes  in  this  story  I find  difficult  to 
believe:  that  teenagers,  unprovoked,  would  attack  a blind  man. 

The  operation  and  practice  of  seeing  through  the  dog’s  eyes 
are  very  carefully  detailed  and  required  high  imaginative  visu- 
alization by  the  author.  Much  of  the  action  involved  in  tracing 
the  insane  woman  and  the  description  of  the  telepathic  views  took 
too  long  in  the  telling,  but  was  convincing. 

However,  the  concluding  chapters  seem  to  have  been  hastily 
conceived  and  written,  making  them  much  less  credible  than  the 
earlier  part  of  the  novel.  They  are  also  gruesomely  violent. 

Although  the  kidnaper  is  sympathetically  portrayed,  there  is 
difficulty  in  accepting  her  actions  relating  to  her  victims.  She 
is  seeking  love,  but  acts  hatefully,  believing  divine  guidance. 

Despite  some  caring  characters  1 was  glad  to  finish  reading 
this  novel;  I found  it  mentally  disturbing.  I have  no  desire  to 
reread  any  of  i t . 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
February  2,  1997 
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Ellis,  Joan 

Th«  Hot  Canary;  New  York,  Tower  Publications  Inc., 

(Midwood  #F238),  (1963)  188p. 

Told  in  the  first  person  by  Donnie  Delaney,  this  is  the 
story  of  a girl’s  fight  -to  escape  the  slum  anTironment  of  her 
mother  and  family,  the  mother  having  seven  children  by  differ- 
ent  men.  Determine'd  to  succeed  as  a singer,  she  allows  an  old 
time  stager  to  manage  her;  although  they  share  the  sas©  rooms, 
he  never  molests  her.  His  weaknesses  are  drinking  and, gambling 
and  although  he  manages  her  well  and  tries  to  protect  her,  she  | 
falls  for, sex  parties  to  advance  her  career,  and  ultimately  her 
manager  gambles  and  loses  her  contract  to  a crime  syndicate. 

After  falling  in  love  with  three  men,  and  messing  around 
with  many  others,  Donnie  comes  to  believe  that  she  should  have 
married  her .manager  as  the  only  man  who  sincerely  looked  to  her 
welfare,  but  he  has  been  drowned,  presumably  because  of  pressure 
from  the  syndicate.  She  finally  takes  an  assumed  name  and  tries 
to  escape  the  syndicate.  , ' ^ 

This  sensational  novel  has  no  originality,  but  portray?  the 
perils  of  a beautiful  girl  trying  to  succeed  as  an  entertainer. 
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Ellis,  3.  lU 

Wilkie  Collins,  Le  Fanu  and  Others;  London,  Constable 
& Go  Ltd,  1921;  Illustrated;  Index  34 2p. 

\ 

This  is  an  excellent  biographical  and  bibliographical 
.reference  to  Wilkie  Collins,  Charles  Alls  ton  Collins,  Mor- 
timer Collins  and  his  daughter  Mabel  of  theosophical  fame; 

R,  D.  Blackmore;  Le  Fanu,  Edward  Bradley  and  George  Lawrence 
Mary  Ann  and  Thomas  Hughes;  the  bibliophile  lames  Crossley, 
and  Mrs.  1.  H,  Riddell  who  wrote  much  under  the  name  F.  G. 
Trafford. 

‘The  index  makes  detailed  notes  unnecessary,  but  there 
is  much  of  interest  in  the  book  concerning  the  lives  of  the 
mid-nineteenth  century  writers  and  their  environment. 


. ,i 
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Ellison,  Arthur 


The  Paranormal:  A Scientific  Exploration  of  the  Supernatual 
New  York,  Dodd,  Mead;  (1988,  author);  Illustrated;  Bibliography 
and  Glossary;  Index;  Double-columned  159p. 

By  a former  President  of  the  Society  for  Psychical  Research 
this  volume  is  a more  personal  account  of  his  lifetime  spent  in 
studying  and  investigating  than  in  presenting  the  subject  as 
Brian  Inglis  did. 

Two  books  published  under  the  same  title  reinforce  each 
others'.  These  are  both  essential  references  and  should  be  in 
every  library. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  25,  2003 
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Ellison,  Harlan  (Editor) 

,fi;gain,Dangeron3  His  ions 

This  is  the  largest  anthology  of  modern  original  specu- 
lative and  science  fiction  that  I have  read,'  and  in  commenting 
on  it  I do  not  feel  qualified  to  be  critical.  T can  say  only 
that  I do  not  share  the  editor’s  enthusiasm  for  many  of  the 
contributions , and  that  the  significance  of  others  is  not 
clear  to  me.  Very  few  were  en.jOyabla  entertainment,  and  the 
general  effect  of  the  book  is  confusing  rather  than  enlighten- 
ing and  uplifting. 

Heidenry’s  keynote  contribution  suggests  that  the  reader 
is  in  fact  the  author  of  a story  insofar  as  its  significance 
to  him  is  concerned.  It  is  true  that  many  critics  have  ^’read 
into'*  stories  meaiiings  Vvhich  the  author'  never  intended,  and  of 
Y^hieh  he  was  never  consciously  aware,  and  one  mbs s only  to  read 
a mcdicun  of  psychoanalytic  material  to  confirm  this,  whether 
the  critic  is  correct  or  not,  is  a natter  of  opinion. 

Exploitation  of  an  alien  but  huT'^an  society  by  eartlmen  is 
the  theme  of -Ursula  U.  Le  luin’s  ^’The  V/ord  for  d'orld.  is  Eorest'*, 
and  its  parallels  in  our  history  make  it  more  propaganda  than 
story,  but  i t is  one  of  the  more  worthwhi'’e  stories,  ’’Eor  Ua  lue 
Received'*  by  andrew  ,1.  cffutt  is  entertaining.  Hernard  -'Olfe’s 
t7/o  stories  highlight  the  volume.  Those  who  remember  "rhe  old 
song  ”V/ait  ’Til  You  let  Them  Up  in  the  Air,  Boys’’  will  en;lpy 
Be  n Bov  a ’ s Za  ro  Ge  e ’ . la  me  s 31  i sh  ’ s Ge  1 1 ing  * - 1 onr ' ’ is  the- 
kind  of  experiraental  copying  of  various  writers’  styles  v/hicli  is 
instructive  and  illurrdna ting.  '’The  ’'^illc  of  P a ra  d i se  ■ ’ b y la  • le  s 
Tiptree,  Ir.,  which  closes  the  stories  in  the  book,  is  a notable 
effort,. 

Although  I 'finished  reading  the  bock  only  two  weeks  ago, 
many  of  hha  titles  and  authors  fall  to  arouse  any  recollv-'c tlon 
of  any  theme  or  story,  Uat  ”In  the  Barn"'  by  Piepo  ^*nt-:oj:y  is  an 
exception,  though  not  a pleasing  one. 

There  are  ido<a3  worth  con templa ting  throu.'hout  book, 
few  of  the  stories  lack  interest.  But  the  ulti’:^ate  irgrres- 
sion  is  tha  t the  book  wi2,l  give  rise  t :•  discussion  ra  ther  than  ^ 
that  any  slggle  story,  with  the  possible  exceptions  of  Aolfe’o 
”‘Tlie  Girl  with  lEpid  ^ye  Uovemen ts''‘  and  '’The  l.ilk  of  Paradise’' 
by  lares  Tiptree,  Ir.,  may  achieve  classic  rank. 

Sven  more  iraportant  for  ro  fore  nee  than  the  fact  of  'this 
being  a f.irst  edition  of  all  the  stoi-'-'i'es  amounting  to  350,000 
words,  are  the  in troductory . and  biographical  co" rents  by  the 
Editor  which  aggregate  60,000  wordsT  Hr.  Ellison  is  modest  in 
assessing  his  comments  as  a '’bonus'’. 


Ellison,  Harlan  (Editor) 


Anthology. 


Dangerous  Visions.*  33  Original  Stories;  Illustrations 
by  Leo  and  Diane  Dillon;  Garden  City.  New  York,  Doubled & 
Company,  Inc.,  1967;  (Harlan  Ellison’;  vii-XT  plus  520p. 
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Of  the  stories  in  this  book  which  T consider  memorable, 
possibly  #20  and  #31  are  the  most  interesting.  Ellison  ’s  is 
a sequel  to  Bloch*s,  and  the  pair  are  worth  comparing. 

Likely,  many  of  these  stories  will  be  additionally 
anthologized;  some  may  be  important;  but  few  tell  stcr  ie  s 
which  I would  care  to  classify  as  great. 


Ellison,  Harlan 


Rumble;  New  York,  Pyramid  Books  (#G352),  (1958,  Author) 

190p. 

In  an  introduc tion , to  an  AGE  paperback,  Ellison  states 
that  he  joined  a street  gang  for  ten  weeks  to  obtain  factual 
background. 

Rusty  Santoro  has  been  leader  of  a street  gang  for -three 
years,,  but  on  probation  to  his  manual  training  teacher  he 
tells  the  gang  he  wants  out.  The  new  leader  challenges  him, 
saying  that  no  member  can  quit;  they  fight;  Rusty  wins;  but 
his  girl  is  coerced  into  going  with  the  new  leader.  Hearing 
that  a rival  gang  is  planning  a fight  and  that  his  younger 
sister  is  going  to  a dance  in  the  gang’s  clubhouse,  Rusty 
breaks  parole,  carrying  a knife  in  his  boot  in  his  attempt  to 
rescue  her.  She  is  raped  and  murdered;  suspicion  is  thrown  on 
a drug  dealer;  but  The  Beast,  a hanger on  of  his  own  gang,  is 
the  real  killer,  and  Rusty  forces  his  death  in  alleged  self- 
defence. 

This  is  sex,  drugs  and  violence  among  teen-aged  youth  in 
the  underprivileged  section  of  a modern  city,  and  the  hopeless 
conditions  and  difficulty  of  escaping  them  are  well-portrayed. 

This  early  novel  indicates  the  promise  of  talent  which 
bore  fruit  in  the  writer’s  later  career. 
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Ellison,  Harlan 


Spider  Kiss;  New  York,  Pyramid  Books  (#V3883);  (1961,  1975, 

Ellison  ) 191 p . 

Original  title:  Rockabilly. 

This  is  a revised  edition  of  the  original  story. 

Ellison  portrays  a young  rock  star  without  morals  or  decency 
whose  only  motive  is  fame  and  sensual  exploitiveness.  The  story 
is  told  from  the  viewpoint  of  his  press  agent,  a toady  to  the  Col- 
onel who  promotes  such  stars;  he  grows  to  despise  himself  for 
acting  as  a pimp  and  for  covering  the  outrageous  conduct  of  the 
singer. 

The  reckless  life  drains  the  singer  of  all  his  assets  and  he 
is  disfigured  and  his  voice  destroyed  by  gangsters  to  whom  he  is 
unable  to  pay  his  debts.  The  press  agent  finds  him  singing  around 
his  injuries  and  is  begged  to  be  reinstated  as  a star,  but  the 
press  agent  refuses  to  unleash  this  satanic  personality  again  on 
the  world,  and  abandons  him. 

Ellison  can  write  vividly  and  intelligently.  I was  surprised 
to  discover  that  his  ethical  sense  is  praiseworthy,  despite  the 
stories  I have  read  of  him.  This  is  the  first  of  his  novels  I 
have  read,  but  I must  try  his  science  fiction. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  30,  1995 
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Ellson,  Hal 


Summer  Street;  New  York,  Ballantine  Books  (1953,  author) 

132p. 

The  author  is  said  to  be  an  authority  on  the  problems  of 
adolescents,  and  this  short  novel  is  merely  the  story  of  an  idle 
city  boy’s  introduction  to  sexual  experience  by  an  older  woman, 
mother  of  a girl  he  finds  attractive  but  who  rejects  him. 

I believe  the  author  thought  the  experience  beneficial  to 
the  boy  because  it  resolved  the  unrest  of  his  maturing  person- 
ality. There  is  no  criticism  from  a moral  point  of  view. 
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Ellsworth,  Robert  G.  (M.D.) 

The  Key  to  Hypnotism:  A Complete  and  Authentic  Guide  to 
Clairvoyance,  Mesmerism  and  Hypnotism;  Philadelphia,  David  McKay 
(1902,  Street  & Smith)  140p. 

Some  new  facts  about  the  early  history  of  the  subject  appear 
in  this  little  book,  which  is  a good  summary  of  the  subject.  It 
should  be  retained  for  rference  although  it  lacks  an  index. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
May  14,  2002 
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Elman , Dave 


Explorations  in  Hypnosis;  Introduction  by  Nathaniel  Branden; 
Los  Angeles,  Nash  Publishing;  (1964,  author;  1968,1970,  Pauline 
Elman)  336p 

(Original  title:  Findings  in  Hypnosis) 

Principally  consisting  of  transcriptions  of  lectures  given 
to  doctors  and  dentists  to  instruct  them  in  hypnotic  treatment, 
this  book  is  one  of  the  best  modern  explanations  of  hypnotism.  A 
clearly  expressed  and  simplified  induction  procedure  elinimates 
time-wasting  previous  methods. 

Most  lectures  embody  case  histories  demonstrating  that  the 
unconscious  mind  has  perfect  and  permanent  memory  of  every  event 
experienced  by  an  individual,  and  that  by  bringing  into  conscious 
awareness  past  traumas  resulting  disabilities  can  be  cured.  The 
author’s  long  and  thorough  study  of  hypnosis  enabled  him  to  learn 
through  experience  which  methods  were  unnecessary  and  his  own 
practice  brought  expertise  which  he  could  demonstrate  in  class 
and  in  daily  life. 

Unfortunately,  no  index  is  provided;  however  the  book  is  so 
important  that  it  should  be  reread  and  studied. 

Nathaniel  and  Barbara  Branden  wrote  a biography  of  Ayn  Rand 
which  I read  some  years  ago,  so  his  introduction  is  trustworthy. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
May  2,  2001 
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Ely,  David 


Seoonds;  New  York,  Pantheon  Books  (1963),  (Ely)  181p. 

A banker,  Wilson,  receives  a telephone  call  fron  a dead 
friend  giving  him  instructions  about  contacting  an  organiza- 
tion which  will  give  a '^re-birth”:  a death  of  his  usual  self 
and  a new  identity  in  a modified  body._  The  price  is  $30,000. 
for  a top  job,  $20,000.  for  less,  and  $15,000.  minimun.  He 
chooses  the  best;  a cadaver  is  modified  to  simulate  his  end; 
he  is  supplied  with  an  adequate  income,  an  artistes  occupa- 
tion with  models*  and  other  perquisites,  friends  Y/ho  are  re- 
born like  himself,  but  to  whose  past  lives  references  are 
taboo,  and  a younger  appearing  and  healthier  body. 

In  spite  of  all  advantages,  he  is  uncomfortable,  knov-zs 
his  food  is  drugged  to  assist  him  to  tranquillity,  finds  it 
difficult  to  adjust  to  his  artist’s  identity,  and  seeks  con- 
stantly to  re-establish  links  with  his  former  life,  finding 
also  that  his  former  friend  Charley  is  one  of  the  inmates  of 
the  organization's  center  and  that  Charley  is  set  to  spy  on 
him;  that  his  Yzife  has  no  interest  in  him  as  a friend  of  her 
husband’s  when  he  calls  on  her;  and  in  the  end  it  appears 
that  he  is  simply  to  be  kept  until  the  need  for  another  ca- 
daver is  established  for  a new  wealthy  client. 

In  some  ways,  this  is  an  inferior  One  by  David  Karp. 

It  is  the  making  over  of  a nev;  identity  for  a man  vzho  has 
won  worldly  security,  but  has  lost  his  desire  to  live  and 
his  zest  for  life. 

Although  a ’’different’’  story,  it  is  not  really  a mrea  t 


one . 
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Ely,  David 

The  Tour;  New  York,  Delacorte  Press,  (1967, Ely)  273p. 

A party  of  wealthy  American  tourists  enters  a banana 
republic  where  there  are  both  American  and  British  embassies.  ' 
Their  guided  tour  is  controlled  in  such  a way  as  to  provide 
them  with  excitement,  and  they  can  never  be  sure  whether  the 
incidents  are  true  adventures  or  maneuvered  by  the  control 
officials. 

No  member  of  the  party  my  bring  his  spouse,  and  none 
may  previously  have  known  any  other  member  of  the,  party.  A 
business -man  named  V/alter  Florentine  is  given  a workout  by  a 
prostitute  after  Harry  Gurgan  and  his  deputy  leE^rn  that  he 
has  been  asked  by  the  American  embassy  to  renort  on  the  tour. 

In  hope  that  she  may  get  him  to  admit  his  mission.  He  keeps 
silencb,  and  a middle-aged  Dean  of  V/omen  becomes  his  compan- 
ion; they  have  an  orgiastic  encounter  with  dancing  natives, 
following  which  7/alter  disappears.  The  Dean  enlists  the  help 
of  the  embassy,  but  the  assistant  is  reluctant  to  act,  as  he 
is  about  to  start  his  vacation. 

Gurgan ^s  wife  feels  neglected,  and  tries  to  gain  the  at- 
tention of  attractive  males,  but  is  given  a rough  night  by  a 
native  employee  of  the  Tour  when  she  attemr^ts  to  learn  some- 
thing of  its  purpose  and  her  husband’s  aims.  Gurgan  has  been 
allied  with  Smith  and  his  cohorts,  who  have  developed  a machine 
which  tracks  down  people  and  kills  them  on  command  and  by  re- 
mote control;  the  machine  destroys  some  natives  who  threaten 
rebellion,  and  endangers  V/alter,  v/ho  has  been  kidnapped;  he 
gets  away  and  rides  the  machine  which  turns  on  its  controllers 
and  kills  them  all,  leaving  him  as  a survivor. 

The  important  part  of  this  book  is  V/alter’ s talk  with 
Gurgan  in  which  he  explains  why  it  is  important  .that  people  be 
able  to  distinguish  between  reality  and  illusion,  and  what 
happens  to  their  minds  and  personalities  if  they  become  con- 
fused. The  fantasy  element  in  the  novel  is  provided  by  the' 
machine,  and  is  unimportant  by  comparison  v/ith  the  idea  of  the 
necessity  of  humans  being  able  to  react  to  reality, 

I found  this  novel  a bit  better  than  his  earlier  book 
3e ponds , but  it  still  falls  short  of  its  apparent  aim. 


\. 
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Emerson,  V/illis  Georpie 

The  3noky  God,  or,  A Voyaf^e  to  the  Inner  V/orld;  Illus- 
trations by  John  A.  I/illians;  New  York,  Nieldcrest  Publishing 
Jo.,  Ine.  (1964),  (l908,  Emerson)  186p. 

V 

This  is  a hackneyed  death-bed  story  of  an  old  Norseman 
who  with  his  father  in  a fishing  sloop  entered  a passage  in 
tlie  Arctic  to  the  center  of  the  earth  (or,  rather,  the  inter- 
ior crust  of  the  earth).  They  discovered  that  after  having 
passed  the  north  pole,  their  compass  still  pointed  north,  and 
concluded  that  the  pole  was  superseded  in  attraction  by  the 
earth^s  crust. 

In  the  interior  they  found  a race  of  bearded  giants,  14 
feet  tall  at  maximum,  twelve  feet  usual  for  males,  cultured 
and  peaceful,  who  taught  them  their  language  and  acted  as 
hosts  and  guides  for  over  a year. 

There  is  little  of  permanent  value  in  this  story,  and  a 
few  quotes  from  arctic  explorers  and  commentators  are  used  to 
bolster  the  authenticity  of  unusual  facts  disclosed.  The 
narrator  is  said  to  have  been  imprisoned  in  an  asyliun  for  38 
years  through  the  treachery  of  a relative,  so  that  some  doubt 
that  the  story  was  other,  than  visionary  is  created. 

The  title  refers  only  to  the  darkness  which  alternated 
with  the  light  of  a central  sun  in  the  earth’s  interior. 

This  title  might  be  of  interest  to  ^vndrew  Taylor. 


Emmons , S . B . 


The  Spirit  Land;  portrait;  Philadelphia,  J.  W.  Bradley, 

1859  288p. 

Although  primarily  sceptical,  this  survey  of  alleged  spirit 
phenomena  gives  instances  of  historical  and  contemporary  doings 
which  makes  it  a useful  reference  book,  sadly  lacking  an  index, 
but  with  a detailed  contents  summary  preceding  the  text. 

My  copy  of  the  book  had  pages  177-192  repeated,  but  the  text 
is  complete;  the  additional  pages  were  merely  misbound. 

The  author  was  well-read  and  sensible  and  his  advice  to  be 
cautious  about  accepting  the  services  of  commercial  mediums  and 
psychics  was  needed  this  soon  after  the  Fox  sisters  spread  their 
demonstrations.  Details  of  unusual  physical  and  mental  happen- 
ings not  fully  explained,  or  attributed  to  mesmeric  influences 
are  given,  some  fascinating  and  more  extensive  than  modern  sum- 
maries given  in  modern  books. 

The  Phelps  phenomena  at  Stratford  review  is  important. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
February  13,  2000 
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Louis 

. TTow  to  Buy-  Stocks*.  A Suide  to  Successful  Investing; 
Boston,  Lit  tie  j Brown  and  Soirpany^  ^1953,  Kngel)  ; Index  252p, 

I read  this  book  on  February:4th,  19S1.  It  is  almost  a 
curiosity  because  of  the  low  interest  fates  mentioned  as  . the - 
current  return  on  bonds  at  time  of  publication,  but  it  is  a 
sound,,  clear,  end  co,nci3e  survey  of  investing  possibilities, 
-and  an  excellent  introduction  for  the  novice  Investor. 

There  are  a fev/  sections  of  the  book  v^hich.  are  out-dated 
by  recent  .developments,  but  the  essentials  are  worth  study. 

I could  make  .some  critical  objections  to  a few  of  the 
author’s  comments,  'but  these  are  based  on  my  personal  conclu- 
sions about'  investing  for  my  own  needs,  and  his  ecmments  -are 
intended  as  gene-raliza tions. , " 

After ' reading  this  book,,  any  novice  should  be  abl^  go 
to'  the  public  librar,  and  look  up  modern  sources  of  inforr.a- 
tion  regarding  any  type  of  inves  tment  which’  in'te res  to  him. 

• would-  recommend  this  book  to  ^oy ‘beginner. 

New  York,  Bantam  Books  (/A1396),  (January,  1955)  182p. 
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Endore , Guy 


Babouk;  New  York,  The  Vanguard  Press  (19B4)  29 7p. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  eloquent  portrayals  of  the  in- 
justice done  the  blacks  of  Africa  by  the  white  nan.  Babouk 
is  taken  in  chains  to  Saint  Domingue , and  forced  to  work  in 
the  fields  of  a plantation  which  comes,  to  have  the  reputation 
of  a.  happy  one  for  slaves  becaii3e_Babouk  is  a nrea t story-tel- 
ler and  the  blacks  love  stories. 

The  author  has  done  a great  deal  of  research  into  the 
whole  history  of  the  slave  trade,  and  has  dramatized  it  in  the 
story  of  this  one  man.  From  a youth  of  sixteen  to  a grizzled 
mature  man,  from  an  ignorant  peaceable  savane  to  a revening 
and  rebellious  leader  of  revolt,  his  story  is  told  by  Endore , 
whose  passionate  indignation  against  brutal  white  su.premacy  is 
probably  the  reason  why  this  novel  has  not  been  reprinted. 

This  is  a very  good  book,  one  which  could  be  used  by  any 
black  leader  as  the  historical  backgrolind  to  mive  cause  for 
his  cry  for  justice. 

On  pages  100  and  101,  Endore  describes  an  eater  of  salt- 
peter who  gradually  becomes  a walking  skeleton,  able  to  work 
until  he  drops  dead,  but  lacking  any  human  desires-.  This  is 
his  explanation  of  the  zombies. 

Although  this  novel  is  listed  in  Bleiler’s  Checklist,  it 
is  realistic  and  historical,  rather  than  fantasy. 


) 
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Endore,  Guy 


Detour  at  Nip-ht;  New  '^ork,  3ir?on  and  Ichuster,  1959 
(1959,  Endore)  , 136p, 

Frank  'Villis,  a professor  of  linguistics,  is  suspected 
of  murdering  a girl  student  of  his,  and  with  circumstantial 
evidence  against  him,  resigns  his  position,  A grocer  v^ho 
grants  him  a basement  room  under  the  store  is  given  his 
services  as  a shop  assistant  in  return, 

■ A childhood  acquaintance  who  ^is  the  daughter  of  a rich 
family  approaches  him' in  the  store  and  offers  her  sympathy 
and  help.  She  becomes  a widow  and  makes  no  secret  of  her 
belief  in  his  innocence  and  her  wish  to  aid  him,  but  she  is 
not  as  attractive  as  an  adult  as  he  had  found  her  as  a child 
and  he  is  unresponsive  and  even  rude  in  reflecting  her.  'Vhen 
she  persists  in  her  support  he-  realizes  that  she  loves  him 
and  marries  her;  but  then  deduces  that  she  has  known  of  his 
innocence  because  of  her  prior  knowledge  of  the  girl^s  death 
as  having  been  caused  by  her  husband.  Accusing?  her  of  this, 
he  abandons  her  and  becomes  a tram.p,  an  itinerant  worker  and 
v;anderer,  carrying  fhe  watch-key  of  gold  which  belonged  to  a 
Cadillac  she  had  given  him  as  a wedding  present. 

Ultimately,  by  chance  returning  to  his. home  town,  he 
finds  that  the  Cadillac  has  been  narked  in  front  .of  their 
home  until  the  tires  have  rotted,  and  that  his  wife  has  be- 
come a recluse,  Uith  this  proof  of  her  love,  he  realizes 
all  she  has  done  for  him,  and  his  reserve  ■^elts  away.  ' 

’■'ore  pages  are  devoted  to  etymology  than  to  the  story 
in  this  novel,  and  I like  it  least  of  all  Endore’s  books.  I 
believe  much  research  went  into  it,  however,  and  it  would  be 
of  considerable  interest  to  poets  and  linf^uists. 
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Endore , Guy 


Satan’s  Saint:.  A. Novel  about  the  Marquis  de  3ade;  New 
York,  Crown  Publishers,  Inc.  (1965,  Ndnore);  Notes;  312p. 

As  Endore  has  previously  declared,  his  novelized  bio- 
graphies are  the  lives  of  his  subjects  as  they  should  have 
been,  rather  than  as  they  were.  They  are  his  interpretations 
of  his  research.  ^ 

$ 

I consider  this  to  be  the  most  important  of  his  books. 
Some  I have  not  yet  read,  but  this  book  influences  me  to  be 
very  respectful  of  his  opinions.  The  key  to  the  book  is  the 
talk  he  gave  on  ^?ay  25,  1962  to  the  graduating  class  of  the 
School  of  Library  Service,  UCLA,  which  is  embodied  here  be- 
ginning at  Page  254,  and  which  is  one  of  the  most  important 
speeches  I have  ever  read. 

Endore  does  not  defend  Sade’s  writings,  which  he  says 
are  too  obscene  for  general  distribution,  Ee  does,  however, 
endorse  Sade’s  condemnation  of  war  and  his  insistance  on  the 
necessity  for  freedom  of  sexual  expression.  He  also  declares 
that  the  emancipation  of  women  is  essential  if  the  world  is 
to  be  saved  from  annihilation  by  the  military  and  by  the  re- 
bellion against  frustration  which  is  expressed  in  warfare. 

3ade  was  confined  in  prisons  or  asylums  for  a large  part 
of  his  life.  His  legend,  as  usual,  was  magnified  and  distor- 
ted, but  was  based  on  fact.  His  was  a high  sex  drive,  and  a 
'high  intelligence  and  ability,  extending  far  beyond  that  of 
most  men;  but  the  excesses  in  which  he  engaged  gave  rise  to 
his  persecution  by'  authority,  and  consequently  to  the  legends 
about  him. 

A noteworthy  book.  My  opinion  must  be  shared  by  many,, 
as  mine  is  the  only  copy  of  the  book  I have  seen. 


England,  George  Allan 


Keep  Off  the  Grass;  Illustrated  by  the  Author;  Boston, 
Small,  Maynard  oc  Company  (1919)  140  p-. 

Nostalgic  look  at  the  problems  of  ordinary  people  during 
civilian  life  in  V/orld  War  I,  told  througli  letters.  Too  much 
use  is  made  of  word  associations  and  puns  to  provide  the  al- 
leged humor,  and  although  in  some  cases  the  exaggerations  are 
appropriate  the  book  as  a whole  is  overdone.  . 

Aside  from  being  important  as  a collector's  item  for  its 
illustrations  for  completists  of  the  author,  this  book  has 
little  of  interest. 


Enright,  D.  J. 

Insufficient  Poppy;  London,  Ghatto  & Hindus,  1960  208p\ 

Roderick  tells  thrs  story  in  the  first  person.  Tie  is  a 
young  business  man  detailed  to  v/ind  up  the  operations  of  of- 
fices which  are  failing;  and  in  Thailand  meets  a former  huge 
western  cowboy  star,  a newspaperman  who  is  also  an  author  of 
short  stories,  and  natives  who  shov;  him  the  v/ay  of  Siamese 
life. 


The  title  refers  to  his  habit  of  opium-smokixig  in  dens 
where  girl  raas senses  fall  asleep  over  their  unenthusias tic 
labors.  He  learns  that  bribery  and  corruption  are  endemic; 
that  it  is  difficult  to  change  people  from  their  attachment 
to  their  personal  hangups;  and  that  observation  of  life  is 
tantamount  to  living  it,  and  less  trouble. 

Although  the  jacket  blurb  indicates  that  the  ghost  of 
his  friOxUd  possesses  him,  this  is  merely  in  the  sense  of 
memory;  the  story  is  not  fantasy. 


Epe  rna  y f Ma  r}c  (pseud) 


The  I-cLandress  Diraension;  Boston,  Houghton  TTifflin 
Gonpany;  Illustrations  by  eTanes  Stevenson;  (1962-1963)  126pp 
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1.  Introduction:  McLandress  the  I'^n 
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These  stories  appeared  originally  in  Esquire,  excepting 
^7  v;hich  appeared  in  Harper.’ s Magazine,  and  r8  which  seems 
not  to  have  appeared  serially. 

They  are  dead-pan  humorous  satire,  very  well  done  by  a 
shrewd  observer  of  the  early-sixties  American  scene.  Public 
. figures  are  named  and  assessed  in  terms  of  modern  social 
'^science,  by  means  of  pseudo-scientific  machines  or  techniques 

While  reading  it,  I kept  thinking  that  this  is  the  type 
of  thing  which  Don  Comstock  should  attempt. 


Introductory  comments  to  ”Tlie  Triumph”  by  Fohn  I.enneth 
Galbraith  (Penguin  14  003084  0)  show  him  to  be  the  author  of 
this  book. 
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Erdman,  Paul  E. 


Biographical. 


From  the  blurb  of  the  paperback  edition  of  The  Billion 
Dollar  Sure  Thing; 

Paul  E.  Erdman  presided  over  the  dramatic  rise  and  fall 
of  the  United  California  Bank  in  Basel,  Switzerland,  of  which 
he  was  founder  and  first  president.  He  began  writing  The 
Billion  Dollar  Sure  Thing  while  detained  in  a Swiss  Jail  as  a 
result  of  his  bank’s  collapse.  Born  in  Canada  and  raised  in 
the  United  States,  he  now  lives  in  Florida  with  his  wife  and 
tv;o  daughters.  His  second  novel,  The  Silver  Bears,  has  Just 
been  published  in  hardcover  by  Scribner’s. 


Erdman,  Paul  E, 

i, 

The  Crash  of  *79;  New  York.  Simon  and  Schuster  (1976, 

Daisy  Chain  International,  Inc,)  350p. 

Told  in  the  first  person  by  Bill  Hitchcock,  former 
owner  of  a chain  of  banks  who  sensed  the  coming  crash  and  sold 
them,  this  novel  of  the  near  future  concentrates  on  the  mid- 
Eastern  struggle  for  power  through  control  of  oil  supplies  and 
international  currency. 

What  Erdman  suggests  is  that  the  entire  American  banking 
system  is  virtually  bankrupt,  and  still  loaning  money  to  bad 
debtors  to  avoid  having  to  declare  them  in  default.  Most  of 
the  world’s  countries  are  bankrupt,  and  if  called  on  for  cash 
the  banks  would  have  to  be  backed  by  governments  printing  up 
currency,  which  would  instantly  cause  runaway  inflation  as  in 
Germany  during  the  first  world  war. 

The  story  is  mainly  an  account  of  middle-east  warfare  and 
international  monetary  intrigue,  with  Bill  falling  in  iove  with 
the  daughter  of  a Swiss  Jewish  sciendist  hired  by  the  Shah  of 
Iran  to  supply  nuclear  bombs. 

It  appears  to  me  that  he  may  be  right  about  the  current 
economic  situation,  but  I do  not  see  any  way  of  preventing  the 
collapse,  or  of  protecting  any  individual.  We  shall  all  be 
victimized  by  collapse  or  runaway  inflation. 
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Erdraan,  Paul 


The  Last  Days  of  America;  Nev/  York,  Simon  and  Schuster; 

(1981,  Erdraan)  383p, 

New  York,  Pocket  Books  (#44717),  (July,  1982)  383p. 

Taking  place  in  1985  and  mainly  in  France  and  Sv/i t zer land , 
this  novel  describes  how  the  president  to  be  of  an  aerospace 
company  is  betrayed  by  the  chairman  into  bribing  aristocrats  and 
bankers  into  financing  a guided  missile  production’s  acceptance 
by  Germany  when  this  is  the  sole  means  of  avoiding  bankruptcy. 

During  the  course  of  the  action,  Frank  Rogers  kills  a 
crooked  lav;y er  and  accidentally  kills  a border  patrolman  when 
attempting  to  escape.  Erdman  reveals  that  bribery  is  common  in 
operating  any  large  corporation,  and  gives  instances  which  have 
been  publicized. 

Rogers  has  an  European  mistress  of  good  family  who  knows  his 
American  wife  is  av;are  of  the  relationship,  and  the  two  women  join 
forces  to  effect  Frank’s  escape  to  the  U.  S.,  from  where  he  cannot 
be  extradited  to  ansv/er  for  the  deaths. 

Erdraan  appears  to  accept  irregular  sexual  relationships  as  a 
part  of  life  for  big  money  operators. 

He  speaks  as  the  voice  of  experience. 
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Erdman,  Paul 


The  Panic  of  ’89;  New  York,  Charter  Books  (#55373-044); 
(February,  1988),  (1986,  Erdman)  329p. 

In  this  book,  fast-moving  but  financially  technical  and  of 
less  interest  as  fiction  than  his  earlier  books,  Erdman  supposes 
that  Mexico,  Venezuela  and  Brazil  combine  to  discintinue  payments 
of  principal  and  interest  on  their  loans,  thus  bankrupting  the 
large  United  States  banks,  and  making  deals  with  European  banks 
using  oil  production  and  coffee  as  collateral. 

The  protagonist  is  Paul  Mayer,  an  extension  of  Paul  Volker 
who  is  mentioned  as  a character  with  Kissinger,  Reagan,  and  other 
real  personalities  to  add  authenticity  to  the  narrative.  Mayer 
is  advisor  to  government  financial  regulators  and  they  are  set  up 
to  be  assassinated  by  middle-east  terrorists  to  emphasise  the 
collapse  of  the  banking  system. 

A beautiful  Wall  Street  Journal  reporter  is  attracted  to 
Paul,  who  is  anticipating  an  amorous  episode  with  a beautiful 
Iranian  woman  who  is  co-operating  with  the  terrorists  because  of 
threats  to  her  mother.  The  plot  is  foiled,  and  Paul  arranges  a 
floor  price  of  $20,00  a barrel  for  oil  to  permit  the  Latin  Ameri- 
can countries  to  survive,  thus  saving  the  banking  system. 

I agree  with  Erdman’s  premise  that  the  money  system  verges 
on  collapse,  if  it  has  not  already  collapsed.  Taxpayers  are  now 
paying  the  penalty  for  irresponsible  lending;  but  Erdman  stays  in- 
side the  orthodox  economic  system  in  his  books.  He  does  not  seem 
to  recognise  the  impact  of  our  efficient  technology,  or  the  facts 
which  must  follow  the  economy  of  abundance. 

Erdman  exposes  the  excesses  of  the  money  system,  and  its 
weaknesses,  but  really  offers  no  solution. 
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Ersklne , John 


Cinderella Daughter  and  Other  Sequels  and  Consequences; 
Illustrations  by  Graham. Erskine ; Indianapolis,  The  5obbs- 
Merrill  Company,  (1928,1929,1930)  305pp. 

Contents  ’ 

1.  Cinde relists  Daughter  11 

2.  The  After- Thoughts  of  Lady  Godiva  47 

3.  Beanstalk  79* 

4.  The  Patience  of  Grlselda'  119 

5.  Beauty  and  the  Beast  * 157* 

6.  Bleeping  Beauty  193  * 

7.  Conversion  231 

8.  Peter  Kills  the  Bear  267* 

* Indicates  fantasy  content. 

These  are  light,  sometimes  merely  conversational  nieces. 
The  fantasy  content  merely  follows  the  fairy  tale  or  legend, 
and  is  not  important.  #8  touches  on  the  werewolf  legend,  but 
as  a superstition. 

#7  may  have  been  inspired  by  Le  Gallienne’s  ”The  History 
of  Over  Bea”  in  -’Romances  of  Old  Prance” 


IJrlelgh,  Tlsoount 


^ ^The  South  Sea  Bubble;  Illustrated;  New  York,  B.  P, 
Putnam’s  Sons,  ,1932  (1922,  Nrleigh) ; Bibliography;  Index  176p 
1 ' 

This  is  an  interesting  account  of  the  mania ’ for  stock 
market  profits  resulting  from  the  fraudulent  manipulation  of 
this  government  supported  venture  which  transpired  Just  about 
the  time  of  the  Mississippi  Bubble  and  the  tulip  mania;  lohn 
Law  of  Lauriston  is  mentioned  many  times  in  the - text. 

Apparently,  the  situation  was  similar  to  the  flood  of 
new  stock  companies  Vi^hich  v^'ere  promoted  shortly  after  I re- 
tired; the  public  gets  into  a buying  mood,  and  any  stock  will 
sell,  regardless  of  its  merits.  In  fact,  Brleigh  says  that 
some  of  the  hoaxes  used  to  point  out  the  folly  of  the  market 
sounded  more  sensible  than  the  prospectuses  fox  companies 
which  v/exe  floated. 

This  book  should  be  retained  with  my  other  material  oh 
the  madness  of  crowds, 
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Erskine,  Alexander 

A Hypnotist's  Case  Book;  London,  Rider  & Co. (ca.  1932)  156p. 

This  is  an  even  more  important  book  than  Polgar's  because 
Erskine  treated  about  30,000  people  and  instructed  physicians  in 
the  science,  deploring,  as  Polgar  and  other  hypnotists  did,  the 
lack  of  use  by  physicians. 

Some  of  the  cases  dealt  with  by  Erskine  seem  like  miracles 
and  he  felt  that  hypnosis  should  not  be  considered  in  connection 
with  spiritualism.  Erskine  speculates  on  the  soul  as  the  survi- 
ving part  of  man,  but  was  not  himself  a spiritualist. 

This  is  an  important  description  of  hypnosis  as  a medical 
aid,  and  its  use  in  clairvoyance.  Cases  are  good  enough  to  be 
reported  to  the  SPR. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  19,  2000 
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Erskine  , Do-'glas  (iiseud) 

ref. 

Au  t ko r 3 na .ne  : John  3 tu a r t Bu chan  ( //a  1 1 e r s ) 

A Bit  of  Atlantis;  Illustrated  by  II.  Julien  and  H.  B. 

Ida  thews ; I'lontrealj  A.  T.  Ghapnan,  1900  197po 

The  Introduction,  which  comprises  pp.  11-49,  quotes  the 
Timaeus  of  Plato  on  pp, 12-38  as  the  basic  description  of 
Atlantis;  and  the  Preface  acknowledges  in  addition  Donne lly^s 
Atlantis  the  AMediluvian  horld , Prescott’s  Histories  of  Peru 
and  Mexico , The  druise  - o f t he  Cha  llenge  r”  , and  Dr,  Isaac  Ifey- 
lor’s  The  Origin  of  the  Aryans, 

The  story,  which  is  narrative  ratber  than  dramatic,  tells 
of  Atalyn  de  Ilontville,  son  of  an  ancient  and  famous  ocottish 
family,  settled  near  Tlontreal  in  1764,  who  is  sent  to  manage  a 
-colony  in  South  America,  but  with  the  daugbrner  of  his  emrlo^/er 
and  a colored  maid,  is  sole  survivor  on  board  ship  a:^ter  a storm, 
and  carried  into  harbour  in  a sheltered  spot  w^‘ ch  is  a ^^Bit  of 
Atlantis”,  dusty,  uninhabited  by  huraan  beings,  but  ■ 1 tl:  birds 
and  animals,  colossal  arcbitecture  of  great  beauty,  and  with  a 
mountainous  background. 

Behind  a tbrone  on  a dais  in  a ■'":”eat  hall  is  a treasure - 
cha.niber  and  the  preserved  body  of  the  last  kinr^  of  -^tlanhis, 
an  ancestor  of  Atalyn.  Both  atalyn  and  Katheri.:-.e  Denes^'ore 
have  the  sense  of  de  ,1a  vu,  and  the  o. tory  i'''''''li-'"s  “f-ba  t they  a-^e 
descendants  of  the  Atlanteans,  I-talyn  -mrectly  fro*^'  the  Finn, 
and  when  he  beco.me3  the  noble  inheritor  of  ancle  at  Scottish 
estates,  he  discovers  that  the  great  hall  of  tj^e  naasion  is  a 
similar  to  the  one  on  Atlantis. 

Apart  from  the  storm  which  err  tee  t^w’^  tc  tlrnt"^  s , only 
an  2IKP2IS2I  episode  vhien  camiibo^ls  la  .ad  a.ad  ^.talyn  scaes  ^veQ 
off  with  fireworks  and  the  gima  .bice  r^^ot.-ct  ^bs  e*''’e.:ikmpn t 
furnish  adventurous  ele  lents  ia  tb^^  e‘^''ry,  v.d-  ich  a r'-'-ea^.^s  to 
be  a means  of  suggesting  a romantic  ex-'-: sit*  in  o'"*  tho  t'U.ery 
of  ntlantis.-  The  partly  Caxcadian  background  o:^  tbn  -jtory,  and 
the  introduction  of  3ir  J.  ./illiam  DawsOi^  as  teacber  at  Fc- 
Glll  Of  Atalyn  (and  to  whom  the  b^'-ok  io  dedicatei  by  the  au.tbnr 
who  was  apparently  his  student),  make  tbis  one  of  b}-'e  Ga  .la - 

dian  fantasies  and  science  fictimn  b-^oks  nith  Ccinadiu::.  local;;a 
and  characters.  It  is  not  ot'- nr' vise  i^^oortant  in  a fantasy 
collection,  but  is  summarized  by  Eichner  in  A t la  n tean  Cb  roni  c In-  s 
whore  he  misspells  a character’s  name  as  Dens, no  re. 
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Bskenasy,  Martin 


The  Day  It  Snowed  in  the  Desert;  Vanoouver,  Igloo  Press 
Limited,  1973  (Paperback;  95^)  116po 

This  novella  lacks  unity  of  viewpoint, .shifting  from  one 
character  to  another,  and  the  various  characters,  though 
readily  identifiable,  are  treated  as  types  rather  than  as  in- 
dividuals. Some  are  even  nameless.  Their  backgrounds  are 
not  disclosed,  and  their' motivations  are  obscure. 

' The  book  has  been  reproduced  from  justified  typing  which 
is  accurate  and  makes  for  easy  reading,  credit  for  this  being 
given  to  Barbara  Graff. 

The  story  takes  place  toward  the  end  of  the  20th  century, 
when  pollution  of  the  environment  has  proceeded  until  cities 
are  enclosed  in  plastic  bubbles.  An  aeroplane  loaded  with  300 
people  lands  near  a city  occupied  by  a colony  of  hippies,  who 
do  their  utmost  to  befriend  them  v/ithout  changing  their  ov/n 
manner  of  life,  but  are  forced  to  abandon  their  home  to  the 
300  who  threaten  their  peace.  The  300,  who  have  feared  being 
used  as  food  prior  to  landing,  are,  through  failure  to  under- 
stand how  to  grov;  food  and  at  the  same  time  replenish  the 
earth,  forced  to  cannibalism. 

Although  not  pointless,  and  possibly  justified  as  part 
of  the  propaganda  warning  against  polluting  the  environment, 
there  is  no  trace  of  originality  in  this  story,  and  its  treat- 
ment betrays  the  amateur  writer.  The  action  is  not  dramatic, 
and  the  monologues  or  streams  of  consciousness  of  the  various 
characters  are  substituted  for  dialogue  which  would  have  been 
more  interesting  and  revealingo 

As  future  fiction,  it  qualifies  and  belongs  in  fantasy 
collections,  but  is  unimportant. 


Esdaile,  James  (M.D.) 


Mesmerism  in  India  and  Its  Practical  Application  in  Surgery 
and  Medicine;  American  Edition;  Chicago,  The  Psychic  Research 
Company  (1902,  publishers);  Appendix  162p. 

This  classic  description  of  extensive  use  of  mesmerism  for 
painless  surgery  is  a detailed  and  graphic  demonstration  of  its 
usefulness  . 

Esdaile  had  read  only  newspaper  accounts  of  mesmerism  when 
an  emergency  left  him  no  alternative  but  to  use  it.  His  later 
study  of  the  subject  was  delayed  by  his  wishing  to  explore  his 
own  experimental  methods,  but  ultimately  he  studied  everything 
he  could  find.  Using  mesmerism  strictly  for  medical  purposes, 
he  only  once  gave  a demonstration  for  public  illustration. 

In  the  appendix  he  testifies  to  his  belief  in  clairvoyance 
based  on  his  own  experience  of  transferring  feelings  from  his 
own  self  to  patients  and  the  result  of  his  reading  the  reports  of 
other  practitioners. 

This  book  has  been  one  of  the  most  influential  in  advocating 
the  use  of  mesmerisn  as  an  anaesthetic  for  operations,  and  I am 
inclined  to  think  that  dentists  make  this  use  more  than  any  other 
profession  currently. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
April  10 , 2000 
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SsemvGin,  J 


Uditor 


*^dventures  to  Go^ie ; Springfield,  I'-ass.,  ilcL'oiiglilin  Bros. 
Inc.  ( 1.9  37)  Iliustra  ted  by  IL  S.  ilieholas  lS7p, 
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Claimed  to  be  the  first  science  fiction  anthology, 

this 

book  was  aim.ed  at  a juvenile  reader 

'Ship,  a.:^:d  the  standa 

rd  of 

scientific  accuracy  was  not  high.. 

For  instacee,,  in  the 

firs 

story,  dealing  with  tde  visit  of  a moornnan  to  a rural  hone, 
when  the  sheriff  and  a young  ‘Ic'd  are  taken  for  a space  trip, 
^Suddenly,  v^ith  an  ear-spli tting  roar,  a great  ball  of  dazz- 
ling white  light  rushed  into  tbe'ir  range  of  vision,  and  out 
again,  to  leave  both  naxi  and  boy  enveloped  in  utter  darkness, 
although  their  eyes  were  wide  open. ’ The  space  visitor  opens 
a huge  book  and  points  to  ‘’a  meteor  or  coriet  in  full  flight, 
tail  streaming  out  behind  and  everything.  ' in  explanation  of 
the  phenomenon. 


(2)  tells  of  a policeman  who  arranges  for  a Tew  York 
surgeon  to  supervise  by  television  a critical  operation  to 
save  the  life  of  a friend;  (3)  hne.;y  submarines  conpete  to 
accxuire  important  papers  froxn  a submerged  wreck.  (4)  Saloon 
fiiglit- by  raeans  of  multiple  gas-filled  baloons,  (5)  A oriole 
story  involving  a truth  gas  and  naralytic  bullets.  (6)  xiii- 
o tiler  submarine  warfare  story.-  17)  Interplane  tary  snaceship 
intercepted  by  space  pirates,  (8)  xi  divosphere  battles  an 
undersea  monster.  (9)  a rocket-driven  space -liner  enables  a 
doctor  to  travel  from  Can  Francisco  to  hew  York  rapidly  enough 
to  perform  an  urgent  operation. 


liost  of  the  concepts  and  the  treatment  of  them  is  simple 
by  comparison  with  the  magazine  science  fiction  published  at 
about  the  same  period,  and  the  inventions  forecast  seldom  want 
far  bejiond  then-current  technology. 

Of  the  authors,  only  Brajdford^s  name  was  farulliar  to  me 
as  the  author  of  the  science  fiction  novel  Yven  a w'orm  (1936), 

I suspect  that  several  of  the  writers  v;ere  English , though  most 
of  the  stories  have  the  U«3,A.  as  background. 


xi^side  from  its  status  as  a pioneer  anthology,  this  book 
has  no  permanent  value  in  a science  fiction  collection. 





Eshbach,  Lloyd  Arthur 

Over  My  ^:5houlder;  Hefleetions  on  a 'Science  Fiction  Era 
Introduction  by  Algis  Budrys;  Illustrated;  Philadelphia,  Os- 
wald Train:  Publisher  (1982,  author);  Index  417p, 

This  is  a disciirsive  and  inforrial  reminiscence,  and  a 
valuable  sumnary,  of  the  science  fiction  and  fantasy  pub- 
lishing hou/ses,  with  lists  of  their  principal  books.  The 
index  helps  make  it  very  useful* 

Eshbaeh  granted  our  Winnipeg  Tcience  Fiction  Society  a 
discount  for  q.uantity  purchases,  and  this  enabled  me  to  get 
an  almost  complete  set  of  Fantasy  Press  books.  Tlnce  I have 
also  many  of  the  books  of  the  other  specialty  publishing 
houses,  particularly  Arkham  Bouse,  this  assocla tional  volume 
constitutes  a handy  reference  to  them. 

Additionally,  it  presents  information  a bout  the  person- 
alities behind  the  scenes,  their  trials  and  tribulations,  and 
the  hazards  of  publishing.  Anecdotes  and  biographical  notes 
abound.  Train  did  an  excellent  ,^ob  on  the  book. 

Like  Lloyd,  Ted  Likty  sold  off  a collection;  I rmember 
buying  some  iv!ax  Brand  stuff  from  Ted.  I’m  always  sad  when  I 
read  about  such  disposals,  but  I have  myself  parted  with 
special  books  from  my  collection  when  money  was  short. 

This  book  clears  up  several  mysteries,  particularly  on 
unbound  copies  of  books  which  are  occasionally  placed  on  the 
market  so  long  after  their  original  publication. 

I have  read  only  a few  of  Sghbach’s  stories,  though  I 
have  many  in  m.y  collection.  I agree  with  his  own  appraisal 
of  his  work  on  the  basis  of  my  sampling. 

As  Bam  Moskowitz  informed  me  while  he  was  here,  it  was 
no  road  to  fortune  to  be  a specialty  publisher  in  the  fan- 
tasy field,  and  I was  happy  to  have  him  confirm  that  I wag 
right  to  stick  to  the  insurance  business  for  my  living  when 
I had  tv/o  families  to  support. 

As  an  associa tional  book  for  fantasy  collectors  and 
dealers,  this  volume  is  valuable  and  Interesting. 


Chester  D,  Cuthbert, 
July  2rd,  1987. 
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Estabrooks,  G.  H.  (Editor) 


Symposium . 


Hypnosis:  Current  Problems;  New  York  and  Evanston,  Harper 

& Row  (1962,  Editor);  Index  285p  . 

Expert  researchers  contributed  essays  outlining  uncertain 
ideas  about  their  special  areas  of  investigation,  many  of  them 
so  technical  that  I found  the  book  difficult  to  understand.  I 
think  the  easiest  was  the  longest  on  antisocial  possibilities, 
which  from  reading  other  books  I consider  proven. 

This  is  an  authoritative  treatise  and  should  be  retained 
for  reference.  The  index  makes  notes  unnecessary. 

The  extent  of  research  is  surprising,  considering  the  lack 
of  use  by  professional  practitioners.  For  years,  the  only  men- 
tion of  hypnosis  in  the  Winnipeg  Free  Press  was  when  Reveen,  the 
stage  hypnotist,  put  on  his  show. 

Doctors  who  have  practised  hypnosis  for  years  are  unanimous 
in  recommending  that  hypnosis  should  be  a part  of  every  doctor’s 
education.  Yet  I have  encountered  only  two  doctors  who  used  the 
science  in  their  practices,  and  one  had  discontinued  it,  likely 
because  it  took  too  much  time  considering  that  a doctor  can  spend 
only  five  or  ten  minutes  with  a patient  and  make  a living  at  the 
fees  paid  by  government. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  31,  2000 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Estabrooks,  G.  H. 


Hypnotism;  New  York,  E.  P.  Dutton  & Co.,  Inc.,  1943  (#943, 
publishers);  Index  249p. 

Dutton  Paperback  #38  reprint  of  the  1957  revised  edition 

251p. 

I read  this  book  from  the  paperback,  so  did  not  consult  the 
f irst  edition . 

Estabrooks  is  well  read  in  both  hypnotic  and  parapsy chological 
literature  and  was  especially  interested  in  the  problems  of  the 
use  of  hypnotism  in  crime  and  warfare.  He  acknowledges  that  he 
believes  that  hypnotism  can  be  used  to  commit  crimes,  but  that 
other  qualified  students  believe  that  the  subject  cannot  be  made 
to  do  anything  against  their  individual  moral  codes. 

Since  the  author  has  practised  hypnotism  and  narrates  many 
instances  of  the  problems  encountered,  he  warns  of  its  dangers  if 
practised  by  unqualified  practitioners. 

His  description  of  its  use  for  shell  shock  victims  is  clear 
and  graphic  in  outlining  the  fact  that  human  beings  can  reach  a 
limit  and  break  down. 

This  book  avoids  technical  language  as  much  as  possible  and 
is  intended  for  popular  education. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  1 , 2000 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Est a brooks,  G.  H.  (Ph.D.) 


Spiritism;  New  York,  E,  P. 
Publishers);  Bibliography;  Index 


Dutton  & Co.,  Inc.,  1947;  (1947, 

254p. 


The  early  part  of  this  book  recapitulates  key  information  on 
hypnotism  from  his  earlier  book  of  that  title.  The  subconscious 
mind  produces  phenomena  applicable  to  psychic  phenomena. 

The  author  is  convinced  on  the  basis  of  testimony  that  the 
soul  survives  death,  but  admits  that  his  belief  contradicts  the 
teaching  of  his  fellow  psychologists.  He  acknowledges  that  there 
is  no  proof  of  immortality  and  feels  that  science  may  have  to  let 
religion  and  philosophy  deal  with  the  problem. 

He  is  well  read  on  the  subject  and  had  opportunities  to  talk 
with  many  of  the  top  qualified  investigators  of  psychic  phenomena 
and  warns  that  both  hypnotism  and  parapsychology  should  be  dealt 
with  only  by  highly  qualified  people.  He  gives  specific  warnings 
of  the  problems  which  can  result  from  amateur  incompetents. 

He  believes  that  modern  investigative  techniques  prove  that 
physical  phenomena  are  fraudulent,  but  qualifies  that  statement 
by  saying  that  Home  and  Margery  were  never  convicted  of  fraud  and 
that  the  reality  of  mental  phenomena  may  indicate  some  genuine 
physical  phenomena,  since  the  line  between  mental  and  physical  is 
difficult  to  draw,  and  so  little  is  known  of  the  subconscious  in 
spite  of  its  many  uses  in  health  and  education. 

He  acknowledges  that  doctors  generally  are  prejudiced 
against  hypnotism  even  though  most  of  the  early  investigators  and 
users  were  doctors.  The  aura  of  charlatanism  because  of  stage 
demonstrations  and  incompetent  or  fraudulent  practitioners  has 
meant  that  most  qualified  users  of  hypnotism  are  psychologists. 

He  praises  the  work  done  by  the  psychical  societies. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  1 , 2000 
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Eustis,  Helen 

The  Fool  Killer;  Hew  York,  Pocket  Bocks,  Inc.  (#1079) 
(August,  1955),  (Doubleday,  February,  1954)  . I81p. 

Told  in  the  first  rerson  by  George  Mellish,  a boy  of  12, 
this  is  an  affecting  portrayal  of  a' boy’s  mind  and  development 
as  he  runs  away  from  his  cruel  adoptive  parents  and  encounters 
and  is  befriended  by  a Civil  Yar  veteran  v\/ho  has  had  a memory 
failure  resulting  from  a head  wound  and  is  actually  an  insane 
killer,  though  he  , is  a kindly  companion'  to  Geor^'^e  . George  is 
also  befriended  by  two  fam.ilies',  adopted  by  the  second  a man 
and  his  wife  who  operate  a general  store.  A woman -ha tinm  re- 
cluse is  his  first  friend,  and  an^amusing  account  is  miven  of 
the  filthy  living  conditions  in' which  the  recluse  and  George 
live  prior  to  George’s  introduction  to  the  two  families. 

This  is  an  entertaining,  though'  so’^.ewhat  idealized,  tale 
of  a boy’s  introduction  to  life  in  the  v/drld.  Fxtrenely  well 
written,  it  has  minor  themes  of  abnormal  psychology  about  the 
Insane  veteran  who  had  a mi  ft  of  healing.  Possibly  sufficient 
to  place  the  book  in  a fantasy  classification,  *t  is  still 
mainly  a character -study  and  mainstream. 

Well  above  average  novel. 


Eustis,  Helen 


Tlie  Horizontal  Man;  New  York/London,  Harper  & Brothers 
Publishers  (1946,  Helen  Eustis  Harris)  231p. 

Although  written  as  a murder  mystery,  this  is  a dual 
personality  story  involving  a man  who  in  early  life  had  been 
treated  as  a little  girl  by  his  mo-ther,  thus  developing  an 
alternate  personality,  that-alleged  to  be  of  his  older  sis- 
ter who  had  died  at  the  age  of  sPx  months.  Inferentia  lly , 
it  could  be  interpreted  as  spirit  possession,  though  this  is 
only  suggested  rather  than  emphasised. 

A professor  is -found  dead  in  his  room;  another  roomer, 
an  infatuated  girl  student,  a woman  colleague  who  had  sought 
in  vain  to  seduce  him.,  and  a literary  colleague  who  had  suf- 
fered a nervous  breakdown,  all  lacked  alibis,  and  an  intelli- 
gent but  overweight  student  and  a ney>/spaper  reporter  try  to 
solve  the  mystery  with  the  help  of  a psychiatrist  called  in 
the  by  president  of  the  college. 

Although  dual  and  multiple  personality  are  recognized  in 
abnormal  psychology,  the  sub.lect  is  not  understood,  and- thus 
I consider  that  this  novel,  like  Dr.  Jekyll  and  Mr.  ^lyde , is 
within  the  field  of  fantasy. 


’ “Avails,  Dr*  Christopher  • 

Cults  of  Unreason;  New  York,  Dell  Uablishin^^  Co.,  Inco 
(March,  1975);  Delta  Books  (#4402);  (1972,  UvansJjTnddx  252p. 

Hy  attention  v;as  drawn  to  this  book  by  Hovvard  Lyons.  I 
■found  a copy  on  No-vemb.er  1,  1978,-  and  finished  reading  it  on 
November  4tho  ■ ^ 

"The  excellent  index  makes  detailed  notes  unnecessary,  so 
I shall  merely  mention  that  the  interesting  parts  of  the  book 
for  me  were  those  dealing  with  L.  Non  Hubbard,  Lobslag  Nampa, 
Ourd^ieff,  and  Ouspensky.  Other  sections  are  interest.lm,  as 
providing  information  concerning  cults  lit  tie -knovi/n  to  me. 

As  a historical  survey  of  the  cults  dealt,  with,  this  is 
a useful  book.  The  author  expresses  amusement  at  the  credulity 
of  members  of  the  cults,  and  sympathy  with  their  quest  for-an- 
3v;ers  to  the  questions  regarding  the  nature  and  fate  of  manki.^^d, 
and  offers  a fairly  balanced  view  of  the  reasons  for  the  exis- 
tence and  success  of  the  cults,  giving  most- of  the  credit  t6‘ 
the  personality  of  the  respective  founders. 

Although  the  book  is  essentially  sceptidal,  it  is  to  be 
noted  that  the  author  accepts  the  phenomena  of  faith  healing 
and  hypnosis,  although  neither  of  these  have  been  explained  by 
orthodox  science.  He  also  accepts,  and  marvels  at,  the  per- 
sonal magnetism  of  Curd^ieff,  the  literary  ability  of  Nampa, 
the  dominance  of  Hubbard,  and*  the  influence  of  Ouspensky  which, 
exists  in  spite  of  the  obscurity  of  his  writings. 

Although  this  book  is  valuable  for  its  historical  view  of 
modern  "’science  fiction”  cults,  it  is  of  little  importance  to 
■any  student  of  psychical  re/search,  which  attempts,  for  in- 
stance, to  investigate  and  explain  such  phenomena  as  hypnosis 
and  faith  healing.  Probably  its  main  interest  for  such  stu- 
dents is  in  the  examples  given  of  ”alien”  or  ^spirit”  controls 
involved  in  the  cult^  of  the  Aetherius  Society  and  Seorge  de 
la  Warr^s  cult;  Much  mention  is  also  made  of  the  special 
energy  variously  named  but  to  which  is  attributed  occult  force 
enabling  the  phenomena  to  manifest.  Scans  seems  sceptical  of 
its  existence  in  much  the  sam.e  way  as  Nlnstein’s  theories  can 
disf'ense  with  the  '"ether  of  space”,  despite  the  ‘fact  t'':at  if 
there  is  no  ether  of  space,  the  action  o.:‘  gravity  is  mamic. 

' I 

'•  Definitely,  the  book  should  be  retained  for  reference. 
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Evans,  Bergen 


The  Natural  History  of  Nonsense;  London,  Michael  Joseph 
Ltd  (1946);  (Knopf,  1946);  Index  269p. 

This  excellent  debunking  book  is  well-researched,  wittily 
written  and  a delight  to  read.  Its  sceptical  dismissal  of  so 
many  popular  beliefs  leaves  the  reader  doubtful  of  the  accuracy 
of  historical  references  and  the  occurrence  of  past  events. 

I have  commenced  reading  his  more  recent  The  Spoor  of 
Spooks , and  it  is  equally  fascinating  and  deals  with  some  sub- 
jects more  in  line  with  my  interests. 

Both  books  have  indices  and  are  worthwhile  references. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  8,  1998 
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Evans,  Bergen 


The  Spoor  of  Spooks  and  Other  Nonsense;  New  York,  Alfred 
A.  Knopf,  1954;  (1946,  1947,  1948,  1954,  author);  Index  296p. 

Although  not  as  witty  and  humorous  as  the  author^s  The 
Natural  History  of  Nonsense,  I found  this  volume  even  more  in 
line  with  my  special  interests  as  he  discusses  ESP  experimen- 
tation, the  problems  of  stigmata  and  "Fasting"  girls,  and  is 
constantly  illuminating  the  current  superstitions  and  customs. 

His  chapter  on  Autointoxication  confirms  my  avoidance  of 
car  ownership  and  is  almost  sufficient  to  get  car  manufacturers 
to  buy  up  and  destroy  all  copies  of  this  book. 

Both  books  are  worthy  of  being  retained  for  constant  re- 
ference. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  18,  1998 
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Evans,  Hilary,  and  Stacy,  Dennis  (Editors)  Symposium. 

UFOs  1947-1997:  From  Arnold  to  the  abductees:  Fifty  Years 
of  Flying  Saucers;  London,  Fortean  Times,  1997;  Bibliography; 

Index  272p. 

I was  greatly  impressed  to  learn  from  this  volume  that  the 
serious  study  of  UFOs  engages  world-wide  attention  by  qualified 
scientific  investigators  and  has  become  one  of  the  great  myths 
of  mankind  like  visions  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  witchcraft,  the  so- 
called  occult  "sciences"  and  other  unproven  beliefs. 

I have  read  only  a few  books  and  newspaper  clippings  about 
the  subject  which  has  never  appealed  greatly  to  me;  I have  given 
to  Chris  Rutkowski  (a  contributor  to  this  volume)  materials  for 
his  basic  reference  library  and  the  two  books  he  has  written. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  this  volume  presents  information 
about  all  aspects  of  the  subject  and  is  a useful  reference.  Much 
was  new  to  me  as  Chris  is  so  busy  with  radio,  TV,  film  and  lecture 
work,  in  addition  to  his  studies  at  the  University  of  Manitoba 
where  he  works  that  I know  more  from  reading  his  books  than  from 
personal  conversations,  most  of  which  would  have  been  useless  to 
him  because  of  my  ignorance. 

Just  as  science  fiction,  witchcraft,  parapsychology  and  other 
subjects  have  graduated  from  derision  to  legitimate  scientific  ac- 
ceptance, it  appears  that  UFOs  have  provided  testimony  warranting 
investigation.  Many  of  the  "facts"  are  still  in  doubt;  many  have 
been  disproven,  but  from  five  to  ten  per  cent  are  unexplained. 

I remember  that  Hereward  Carrington,  an  amateur  magician, 
exposed  many  fraudulent  mediums  and  declared  that  probably  98% 
were  fraudulent  (of  commercial  practitioners).  Yet  he  was  convin- 
ced that  Eusapia  Palladino  was  genuine  from  his  personal  knowledge 
of  her  and  that  many  other  mediums  thoroughly  investigated  were 
genuine.  He  also  detailed  the  phenomena  whose  occurrence  could 
not  be  denied,  but  because  of  our  ignorance,  cannot  be  explained. 

This  book  acknowledges  the  occurrence  of  UFOs,  but  does  not 
offer  any  proven  explanation  of  them. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  24,  1997 
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Evans j Maurice^  . ' 

G.  K.  Chesterton;  The  leBas  Prize  Essay,  1938;  Gambridj?e 
The  University  Press,  1939  157p, 

This  book  is  a study  of  the  personal  philosophy  of  Ches- 
terton as  expressed  in  his  writings,  and  his  criticisms  of’ 
the  various  creeds  and  customs  of  several  decades  during  over 
30  years  of  writing.  As  I have  read  only  the  fiction  written 
by  Chesterton,  the  chapter  devoted  to  the  novels  is  of  most 
interest  to  me,  and  I found  it  illum.ina ting,  since  I read  the 
stories  as  stories,  rather  than  to  puzzle  out  the  allegorical 
significance  which  they  conveyed. 

Although  it  is  said  that  Chesterton  v/rote  ^lournalism  for 
the  common  man,  I doubt  that  his  writings  would  appeal  to  any 
but  intellectuals.  They  have  little  appeal  to  me  excepting 
as  being  well  written. 
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S'xinan,  Sugene 


The  House  of  Harper:  One  Hundred  and  Hifty  Years  of 
Publishing;  Hew  York,  Svanston,  and  London,  Harper  & How, 
Publishers  (1967,  Exman) ; Illustrated;  Index  226p. 

I found  this  a rather  dull,  pedestrian  account  of  the 
Harper  Sc  Brothers  business,  but  the  illustrations  and  the 
incidental  mention  of  important  books  and  authors,  and  the 
very  good  index,  make  it  an  important  reference  book. 

Most  of  the  fields  of  books  published  by  the  firm  are 
of  minor  interest  to  me,  but  their  volume  of  publishine  has 
meant  that  representative  books  and  authors  are  valuable. 

Because  of  fires,  stocks  of  some  books  were  destroyed, 
and  probably  made  scarce. 

Since  records  were  also  destroyed,  much  information  ha 
had  to  be  inferred.  The  prestige  of  the  firm  was  never  in 
doubt,  even  though  more  recent  financial  troubles  afflicted 
its  existence. 

There  is  an  illustration  of  the  first  edition  binding 
of  Ben  Hur  which  is  interesting. 


Ewers,  Hanns  Heinz 

Alraune;  Translated  from  the  German  by  S.  Guy  Endore; 

New  York,  The  John  Day  Company,  1919;  Illustrated  by  Mahlon 
Blaine;  First  edition  limited  to  3000  copies  342p. 

Sight  of  a mandrake  root  inspires  Frank  Braun  to  suggest 
to  his  Uncle  the  creation  of  a homunculus  by  combining  the  semen 
of  a rapist  murderer  with  the  ovum  of  a nympho  prostitute.  The 
rapist  is  executed;  the  mother  dies  soon  after  giving  birth  to 
Alrune,  one  of  the  names  of  the  root. 

A scheming  lawyer,  the  Councilor  Uncle  and  a submissive 
doctor  live  to  see  Alraune  exercise  a malign  influence  on  every 
person  she  encounters,  particularly  those  who  love  her  most.  All 
sicken  or  die,  but  while  under  her  influence  are  unable  to  leave 
her. 


Even  Frank  Braun,  returning  from  a long  absence,  falls  in 
love  with  her  and  is  unable  even  to  visit  his  mother  who  lives 
quite  nearby.  Recognizing  Alrune’s  evil  influence,  he  tries  in 
vain  to  part  from  her,  but  only  when  she  sleep-walks  to  her  death 
is  he  freed. 

This  is  a novel  of  decadence  accompanying  great  wealth. 

Frank  Braun  is  also  the  name  of  the  protagonist  in  The  Sorcerer ' s 
Apprentice , which,  although  published  earlier,  appears  to  deal 
with  a later  episode  in  his  life. 

Although  a distinguished  and  erudite  novel,  this  book  does 
nothing  to  make  life  brighter  for  me,  so  I shall  be  unlikely  to 
read  it  again. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
September  21,  1995 
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Ewers,  Hanns  Heinz 


The  Sorcerer^s  Apprentice;  Translated  from  the  German  by 
Ludwig  Lewisohn;  Illustrated  by  Mahlon  Blaine;  New  York,  The 
John  Day  Company,  1927  (3rd  Ptg , September,  1929)  337p. 

Seeking  isolation  to  permit  his  writing,  Frank  Braun  goes 
to  a remote  village,  seduces  the  daughter  of  his  innkeeper  who 
falls  in  love  with  him,  uses  hypnosis  to  cause  her  to  display 
stigmata  and  play  the  part  of  a saint,  convinces  an  American 
priest  that  he  is  the  Prophet  Elijah  and  that  he  must  encourage 
flogging  to  eliminate  the  sins  of  his  congregation,  and  becomes 
a power  in  the  community  until  the  consequences  of  his  schemes 
endanger  himself  and  bring  about  the  crucifixion  of  the  "saint". 

Although  uncertain  whether  the  phenomena  he  has  brought 
about  are  objective  or  subjective,  the  results  are  horrifying 
and  Frank  flees  the  village.  He  encounters  an  old  acquaintance 
who  is  about  to  marry,  but  the  book  ends  with  her  telling  Frank 
that  she  wants  a child  (presumably  by  him).  This  is  puzzling  as 
a conclusion  to  this  decadent  novel,  but  the  author’s  erudition 
and  sophisticated  style  command  respect  if  not  admiration. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
September  21,  1995 
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Ewing,  Frederick  R. 

I,  Libertine:  New  York,  Ballantine  Books  (#H-165,  and 
paperback  #165),  (1956,  Ewing)  151p, 

In  an  afterword  on  page  151,  the  author  says:  '’Mr, 
Theodore  Sturgeon  assisted  nobly  with  the  research,..'’  and 
this  apparently  gave  rise  to  a rumor  that  the  novel  was 
written  by  Sturgeon  under  a pseudonym.  The  cover  painting 
was  done  by  Kelly  Freas,  and  this  may  have  assisted  the 
rumor.  The  publishers  say  that  this  is  the  first  volume  in 
a projected  trilogy,  but  I have  not  heard  of  other  volumes 
being  published.  This  is  a pity,  as  this  is  a good  book. 

On  the  dust  Jacket  for  the  hardcover  edition,  a mistake 
is  made  twice  in  referring  to  the  hero  of  the  novel  as 
’’Lance  Corday”.  This  was  corrected  on  the  back  cover  of  the 
paperback  edition  to  ’’Lance  Courtenay”. 

Of  undetermined  birth,  Lance  is  brought  up  by  a coach- 
man named  Pi'ggott,  Office  boy  to  a brilliant  but  r'bys’cally 
v^reeked  old  lawyer,  Lance  learns  law  and  rs^^cbolo^y  enough 
to  --et  yio  o-vn  ^:vay.  Learninn-  there  is  a feud  between 

his  employer  and  a noblewoman  who  ha  s t’ e re’'-^'^  ^•?' ■'■ion  of  a 
bav/d,  Lance  uses  his  employer  to  forward  his  own  career  by 
ennbli'nm  the  woman  to  annul  an  inconvenient  marriu'^^e;  h\;t 
learns  that  by  doing  this  he  has  disinherited  hi^^self. 

The  ’-vit  and  humor,  t‘  e literary  expertise  of  the  wr’t*::^ 
and  the  riot  construction,  m^-ke  tl  is  book  note”; 'rt  'y,  and 
well  worth  studying.  It  is  a historical  novel  with  some 
reference  to  material  written  by  T.  H.  V/hite,  wose.  The  rre 
of  Scandal  is  also,  referred  to  in  t-e  afterword. 


I do  not  believe  that  Sturgeon  wrote  this  book. 
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